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COUNTESS DU BARRE; 
PPP 


| 
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' PRINCES, NOBLEMEN, MINISTERS OF STATE, 


7 


AND OTHERS, WHO CORRESPOND 


* 


ED WITH HER. 
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* 
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TO WHICH Is ADDED, 1 4 


＋ 


A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OT ENTERTAINING AND INSTRUCTLYE 


* 


Elucidating the Cauſes of the principal Events of the 


latter Years of the Reign of Lovis XV. 
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By run TRANSLATOR. 


TIE following Letters derelope, in an in- 
tereſting manner, the poliſhed villainy of 
Court Intrigue, and that fatal ſyſtem of vxo- 
Fuslox and OPPRESSION, which, in the lat- 
ter part of the reign of Louis XV. hurried 


France to the brink of deſtruction, and at 


length brought the affairs of that kingdom 
to the criſis which gave birth to the preſent 
Revolution. The French Patriots have been 
reviled, even to a degree of execration, by 
the ApMIRERS of DES POT ISM. This Col- 


lection of Letters might alone ſerve as an 


apology for the National Aſſembly, were 
any apology neceſſary for the GLORIOUS la- 
bours of that PATRIOTIC BODY. 


Nov. 21, 1791. 8 
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it is, „indeed, * example, that 2 perſon "oY 
of obſcure birth, without education, with- — 


* 


out morals, without talents, who had made 1 
her firſt eſſay as a courtezan under the M 
of the moſt celebrated procureſs in all Paris , 


who afterwards walked, the ſtreet ST. 5 1 


'NORE,, the THUILLERIES, and the Gardens 2 
of the Par als Rov AL, ſhoul at length, 1 


reach the good fortune of being preſented to 
the King; ſhould pleaſe him, ſeduce him, 8; .4 
become his declared Favourite, turn out the | . +> _ 


Prime Miniſter who diſpleaſed her +, his x2 


5 La Gourdan. + The Duke ds Qhoiſeal. 1 2 
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tain a poſt of fo much ſplendor, chow the 
Miniſters herſelf, make them grovel at her 


| foot, ſeb the Princes bf the Blood on their 
knees to her; and be, during the latter part 
of her Royal Lover, the fountain and the 


channel of all favour and all emolument. 
The concatenation of intrigues which con- 


curred to bring about this revolution, has 


been happily preſerved in the Collection here 
ag of the Loney of, that Wa and-of | 


whoſe a 0 Was that 1K fiivottty" and 2 ; 


vity, ſet her affection only on Pleafure, Ex- 


pence, and Decoration : Sin will there | 
her. the enemy of political intrigue; and yet 


compelled to deliver herſelf up to it; at firſt | 


following blindly the counſels of the only 
man who was capable of directing her; then 
ſubmitting to be ruled by thofe whom ſhe 
had brought into Adminiſtration, and who, 


requiring her affiſtance to enable them to 


keep their places, made her move at their 
Pa, and conformably to their intereſts. - 


* The Ducheſs de Grammont. 


She 


She will be found to have a beney evolent mind, 
like moſt women of her deſcription; fond of 
obliging her friends; entertaining à ſove- 


eſteem her, at leaſt not to diflike her; to 


intereſt himſelf in her fate, and even to 8 


Lew? he the tioubles which befall her. 


Kate of ãnaction, and never capable of decid - 
ing when two different plans of conduct are 


propoſed to him. The Reader will there ſee 


a Monaroh wearied with voluptuouſneſs, 
yielding himſelf up to the moſt conteriptible 
_ debauchery, diſhonouring himſelf in the eyes 


of all his ſubjects, of every foreign court; 


and at length terminating a life of ſhame 
and diſgrace; to the great joy of a whole 
people, chat, in a new reign, deferves the 
relief, an pethaps, ho end of Its calamis 

ties. 
The Reader will there ſee a knave and a 
xraitor, neee take a 
pleaſure 


9 4 


 rTeign-coritempt for treachery and ingratitudet 
in proportion as the teader advances into her 
kiftory; he will become inclined; if not to. 


nde will chere find, F 4 
| wekle- Prince, at all times an enemy to bu- 
finefs, ever undetermined, remaining in 4 


— 


1 


vi os err ek or ruf 


pier in orerthrowing it; 


that end the moſt ſhameful. and iHiquitoud 
means, oppreſſing and grinding the whole 
kingdom of France, keeping the Princes of 
the Blood at a diſtance from the Throne, and | 
giving cruel wounds to his country, the ef- 


fects of which the . feel T0 centuries yet 


to come. e e 03/77 


In the courſe of this „ the. 
Reader will remark another artful Courtier, 
abominated by a province which he had 
cruſhed by a hideons deſpotiſm, ready to 
ſuffer from the ſword of juſtice the cha. 
tiſement his. crimes deſerved, on 4 ſudden 


lifting up his head in a manner the moſt ex- 


traordinary, and taking advantage of the 


ruin of the Parliament, to obtain, by means 
of the Favourite, admittance into the Coun- 


cil, and the two moſt im e mee, 


of the Miniſtry. rf 


- The Reader will there ſen the Chief Of. 


Fr of the Finances impoveriſhing the peo- 
ple with accumulated impoſts, reducing the 


property of private perſons to one half, de- 
ſtroying the King's credit, and maintaining 
himſelf in his poſt; by continually pouring 
into the hands of __ Favourite, and of his 
creatures, 


. ET "FRENCH. vorrong. ä 
1 all the ſpecie of the kingdom, and ol 
=. the riches of the State. 24 BO — 
The Reader will there on all tho P'S EE... 
bers tearing one another to pieces, and enk 
deavouring each to graſp the whole: On. 
ty of the Sovereign: 3 TID 
In fine, the Reader will We ſee the 
Princes: of the Blood, weary of no walks LR. 
12 Favours from the Monarch, ane 
ſimulated by perſonal intereſt, forgetting 
their” proteſtations, bending forcibly''under 
the yoke of their tyrants, aſfiduouſly-paying \._ 
court to the Favourite, deſerting the cauſe 8 
of the people, aſſiſting thoſe inbuman Mini- | 
ſters in their oppreſfive operations, and par- 
taking with 1 in * pillage of the mo- 
narchy. 1 
We have a the Shaka pains to cold 
12 ſo intereſting, and which may ſer e 
for the hiſtory of the latter years of the reiing 
of Louis the Fifteenth; but, at the ſame 
time, that the Reader may have nothing 
” left to wiſh for, we have thought it ſeaſon- - 
able to ſubjoin ſome hiſtorical notes, which 
are extremely intereſting, in order that he 
may become acquainted with the train of ” 
2008 events. . are mentioned in ſome of 
VV! | ou 8 theſe, 
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theſe, Letters: The facts) thire' Nate) are 
f atteſted by every Couttier, N _ n pi 
3 * of their authenticity. . 
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But, perhaps, it will de faidy 3 
hs private and ſecret: correſpondence: of Ma. 


dame du Barre with the Duke d' Aiguillon, e 


the Chancellor, the Abbe Terray, and their 
anſwers, be procured; a corteſpondencewhich 

they were intereſted in butying fore ver in the = 
moſt profound oblivion ? Without entering 


into any detail upon the means which we 


have employed to procure ſuch h important 


writings, we ſhall content ourſelves with 


faying it was amongſt Madame du nene 


own papers that we found them. 


We are in hopes that this work wilh con- 
tribute to ſatisfy the curioſity which the pub- 
lic ought to feel to know what were the hid- 


den ſprings which ſo long moved the machine 


of government, and the cauſes which pro- 


duced the moſt intereſting events of this cen- 


tury. Theſe advantages appeared to us ſuf- 
ficiently conſiderable to compenſate for the 
ſtyle, which is not always as flowing as it 
might. be. Being only the Editors of theſe 
Letters, ve were of opinion that it Ny not 


become us to make any alterations. 
| | LETTERS 
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Tor M. buran by Moxeray®, 


W e aets ono of st. Aure, Jane 10, 556. 


Lo WRITE you theſe "Jinks, that 1 may 
have the honour of being informed of your 
ſtate of health, and at the ſame time to 
let 7055 know, that all that has been told , 


A | 

„Madame du 5 is FRO to M. Gomart de Vau- | | 

| bernier, Commiſlioner-of Exciſe, at Vaucodleurs, where ſhe 0 

was born in 1744. M. de Monceau, who happened to be 0 
there at that time, and who was Purveyor of the victualling 

Office, lodged at the houſe of the Director of the Exciſe. He 

was requeſted, along with the wife of his hoſt, to be ſponſor 
for the child of the Sieur Gomart de Vaubernier, an office which 
he accepted. Mad. du Barre was named Maria jeanne. 
After the death of the Sieur Vaubernier, his widow, finding 

: B LL herſelf - 
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eu concerning me, is not true, 0 all 


"deference to you, good Sir. Madame the 
Superior told you that I read naughty books, 
and that I made the ether penſioners do the 

fame. On the contrary, it was Made- 
moiſelle Reville who had them from her 

couſin, and who ſhewed them to us. As 
for me, I refuſed to read them, and faid it 
was not proper. However, I have read 
them, becauſe all my companions had read 
them, and wiſhed me to do ſo too. This 
is all the fault that I have committed, my 


deareſt god-father. As for the figure. of 


St. Thereſa that was torn, I can aſſure you 


| that it was not I; and I know not which of 
my companions it was that did it. I wiſh 


that our Lord may grant you. many long days 


of proſperity, and that you would come to 
ſee me. I confider you as if you were my 


herſelf in a deſtitute condition, went to Paris 'with her 
daughter, in the hope of getting a place in ſome family, a» 
cook or houſe-keeper. Her firſt ſtep was to call upon 
M. Du Monceau, to whom ſhe preſented his god-daughter. 
That gentleman gave the mother ſome money, and placed 
the little girl in the Community of St. Aure, which wits 
under the direction of the Abbe ene WE X0 rn : 
ts of M Fo IE” | 


„ father, 


F 


COUNTESS by BARRY. 


father, and lave you equally as well. 1 m, 
with r reſpect. 1 
1 M8 dear, 3 God-faiher. 

Yaurs, KS.. 
Mayen, Vater run. 


A 


L. E T * E R u. 
ro e Ranges 


Jans 3. 1768. 


vo vie my dear i that I have 
| had here many cauſes for complaint, and 
undergone many mortifications. I ſhould 
never have thought that a man whom one 
does not love, could gain fo powerful an 
me over one, as the Count has over 
However, finceT laſt faw you? ings 


1 85 The 3 Mad. du Barr6 married 3 perſon ofthe 


pame of Rangon, who had a ſmall employment in the 
revenue. It was in the year 1768 that the daughter went 


to live with the Count du 3 at t which rime he affumed 
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4 LETTERS or rr 
Were carried to ſuch a length, as to „Acters 5 
mine me to part from him. For this pur- 
poſe I had written to a man, who ſeemed to 
bave an affection for me. This perſon, 
| though of a diſpoſition to ſacrifice every. 
thing to preſent enjoyment, dreaded the 
conſequences of an arrangement in all the 
uſual forms, and heſitated to take charge of 
me. I was embarraſſed with reſpect to ano- 
ther choice, when an event as fortunate as 
it was unexpected, made me change my 
reſolution, and has rendered my connection 
with Du Barre cloſer than ever. I have/not 
time to enter into a circumſtantial detail. 
This only I can tell you, that M. Le Bel, 
one of the King's valet de chambres, and 
confidant to his Majeſty, is to dine here 
to-day. The Count has been ſpeaking of 
me. to him, and you may eaſily gueſs what 
iſſue is likely to attend this interview, and 
what are our deſigns. It is while waiting 
for M. Le Bel that I write you theſe few 
lines. Let us rejoice, my dear mother. 
Though, as yet, nothing has taken place, 
J cannot help indulging the moſt flattering. 
expectations. The Count makes me paſs 
for his ſiſter - in- law, and I am well pre- 


pared 


3 5 85 2. 
Fa 


| COUNTESS. pu” BARR, To 


pared to play my part. But 1 hear M. Le 
Bel's coach: I quit you, in order to receive 
a Adieu, wy dear Mother. 


I 7 * "> 
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a 
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4 „ Ar 851 we he 2 „ 


4 705 Layer, AT. leren. 
Con piegne, September 3 4 16. 


1 HAVE. ie your letter, my 8 
Lamet: it is a miracle that it came to my 
hands, after the different changes which 
have happened in my ſituation; luckily it 
Was ſeat. from Mad. Le Garde 's to my 
mother, who forwarded . it fafely. ' You 
propoſe my joining you at London, where 
you give me to underftand I may expect a 
ſplendid eſtabliſhment : but whatever * 
N 2 amongſt 12 75 Eosin lords, 


. . This 13 was a 3 pas 4 whom Mad, Du 
Barre had cohabited for ſome time at Paris, 


* 


6 5 -BBT TERS ar Tux. 
6 n got equal to what, I epjoy at pre: 


5 Gas, and what I had never dared to hope for. 


You little ſuſpected when we lived together, 


that you had in your poſſeſſion a woman on 


the point of becoming a perſon of quality, 
and miſtreſs to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 


I think I ſee you ſtaring, and rubbing your 


eyes, to be certain that you are thoroughly 
awake, as you read this, And yet, my 


poor friend, nothing is more true. I have 


eſpouſed, for form's fake, a fat Count du 


Barré, and am this moment at Compiegne, 
_ where I exerciſe, in their full extent, all 


the funQions of Sultana Favourite “. It is 


N for me to warn * to be ſecret: 


She was married the firſt of September, 565 to Williani | 
du 8 brother to him who had kept her. Le Bel, whq 
had preſented her to the King, at firſt told that Monarch 
chat ſhe was married to a man of quality. But the valet had 
no notion that the King would become fo feriouſly attached 
to her. Apprehenſive, therefore, that his Majeſty might 
de informed of the truth by others, and that his own diſ- 
ce would follow, he threw himſelf at the King's feet, and 


told him, that Mad. du Barre was neither married, nor a 


woman of quality. 80 much the worſe,” cied the Kings 
4 let her be married then immediately, that it may become 
c an abſolute impoſſibility for me to play the fool.“ Ina 
week after, the e was | folemuizes. | 


you 


couN'tTess v SAKRE', *- 


| you muſt be ſenſible of what importance it 

is to us both not to blab. To ſtop your 
mouth, then, and tò make you ſome indem- 
nification for the thouſand crowns I coſt 
you, you will find here atinexed a bill for a 
thouſand pounds ſterling. It is drawn pay- 


able to bearer, ſo that you will not be 


obliged to tell your name, in order to receive 
the money. You ſee, thut in ſpite of all my 
grandeur, I am ſtill good-natured. Do not 
write to me, till T have informed you in 
what manner you may do it ſafely. I rely 
as much on your diſcretion, as you ought to 
rely upon my friendſhip, and on the defire 
which I feel eee 9 
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From Couxr Do BARRE'. 


Pala, September 9. 1768s 


You « ſee RS Oy) my dear: ſiſter-in-law, | 
at the higheſt point of elevation to which 
you could aſpire. But, in order to keep 
that poſt, you muſt obſerve the greateſt 
circumſpection. With the King, in private, 
be always gay, airy, full of life and ſpirits z 
but in public, aſſume the moſt medeſt, the 
moſt reſerved manners, in ſhort the manners 
of the Court. In order to attain theſe, there 
is no occaſion for haughtineſs: on the con- 
trary, you muſt ſhew the greateſt politeneſs 
and affability to every one, particularly to 
the women. Conſider that they are all 
envious of your lot, and that there is not 
one amongſt them, who, while ſhe- pro- 
feſſes the higheſt friendſhip for you, does 
not ſecretly defire your downfall. Endea- 
vour by all means poſlible to gain over the 
Duke de Choiſeul to your party : he i is an 

all- 


S 
— 


CQUNTBSS D BARRE' . oy 


All- powerful Miniſter, andimakes his Maſter 
do what he:plcaſcs. | Write to me every 
Aa. To. avaid/prozoking:perſons in office, 
I ſhall remain at Paris, and ſhall ſeidom go 
to Court. You know that I am the only 
friend you have: ſo let me have the moſt 
minute ee (of: Si s Ry 


* ; 6 BF 
12 am a your becher and friend, bre. : 
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Oktober 15, 1768. 
His Majeſty, my dear brother-in-law, ill 


preſerves the ſame attachment to me; he is 
delighted with the court that is paid to me ; 


but I am not at all pleaſed with the beha- 


viour of the Duke de Choiſeul : he ſhews a 
marked contempt for me. His ſiſter, the 
C Ducheſs, 


I ; KY 
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„„ LETTERS or 1E 


heſs *, is quite furious at the ſight of 


me: whenever ſhe looks at me, it is with 


eyes full of vengeance and hatred. I think 

I can never be brought to love that woman. 
It lis faid that ſhe and her brother have had 
4ll-natured ſongs made on me. Shall I com- 
-plain of it to the King ? You are more in. 


the way of knowing what paſſes here, than 


I am. What muſt I do? I wait for your 

anſwer, that I need not act unadviſedly. 1 

am, with gratitude, 

Mi y dear 1 
Your ſiſter and friend, &c. 


„The Ducheſs de Grammont was the moſt intriguing 
of all the female courtiers. She was haughty, imperious, 


and carried her thirſt of ſway to ſuch a pitch, that ſhe held 


her brother in ſubjection, and did what ſhe pleaſed with him. 
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56 us 8 ane my dear ſiſter, 
with the utmoſt prudence. Since we can- 


not gain over the Choiſeul party, let us not 
do any thing that might give them the 


upper hand. If, after having tried every 


thing to conciliate their favour, we find we 
cannot ſucceed, then, in ruining them under- 
hand, we ſhall do againſt them what they, 
at this moment, are doing againſt us. But 
let us remain on the reſerve, and not attempt 


any bold ſtroke, without having firſt formed 


a party ſufficiently Ong to counterbalance 
theirs. | | 


Cale every moment; the one will make you 
acquainted with all the partizans of Choi- 


ſeul: their number is formidable. Be ex- 


tremely on your guard, and always pre- 
RTE: a fair appearance towards them. 
y 2 Liſten 


K 4 F is Pg - 
* rue eo 


I ſend you two litts, which you may con- 


your guide. 
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| Liſten to no ſuggeſtions that may come from 


that quarter, to engage you to take ſome _ 
ſtep which would lead to your certain ruin. 

Endeavour to win ſome of their creatures to 
our party, but repoſe no real eonfidence in 
them, until we are well aſſured that we 


may rely on them. The ſecond liſt con- 


tains the names of thoſe who are either 
dubious, or ſecretly 'the; enemies of the 
Choiſeul party. Let your whole exterior. 
evince your favourable diſpoſition towards, 


them, and all your intereſt be employed. 


to make friends of them. I cannot too often 
repeat to you, that you muſt inform me 
punctually of every thing which embarraſſes 
you, and upon which there will be time 
enough to receive my anſwer, In cafes of 
very preſſing emergency: 0 ſiſter will be 

Vour elevation, one may fay, has 3 thi 
effect of chance: but reflect that you cannot 
maintain that ſtation without following 
implicitly the plan which I have marked 
put for you, and that you run the greateſt 
riſk! in departing from it for a moment. 
Thus, in ſpite of your averſion. for politics 
5 and 


* 2 


UNTESS DU BARRY. mm 
* 1 know that they alone cap ſup- 


port you. Lam not at al} ſurpriſed at What 


you tell me concerning the conduct of Mad. 
de Grammont towards you. No woman 
ever yet pardoned her who ſupplanted her. 
Certain as F am that you hare gained the 
King's affections, I even with that the 
Ducheſs would carry her. inſolence till fur- 
ther; and her imperious and jealous character 
will undoubtedly hurry her into ſome 
exceſs, which cannot fail of proving as de- 
ſtructive to herſelf, as it will be .favourable 
to our cauſe, eſpecially if her brother be ſo 


weak as to let himſelf be governed by ber. 3 


Should you come to Paris on Saturday, as 

vou think of doing, I will tell you more than 
I commit to paper, though my letter is 
already a very long one. Tam, he 


My dear dne, be. 


: P. 8. 1 forgot to montion,; tes 1 knew 
before you did, that they had lampooned you. 


It is clearly the work of the Choiſeul party. 
Nevertheleſs, do not ſpeak. of it to the King; 
for, if he is ignorant of the matter, you 
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might, in ſeekin, g redreſs; only: excite 1. 


curioſity, ur it eee be drogervus t 0 
gratify. 


L E T T E * VII. 
- To. THE Doxe DE Coronv. 


Paris, January 17. 6. 


1 HAVE 3 your letter of apology, 
my Lord, and willingly grant your pardon. 
I have a good heart, which never harbours 
rancour; but you muſt learn to be always 
more circumſpect in your behaviour to pretty 


women; there is ſome reſpect due to them *. 


* * The circumſtance which occaſioned this letter, is plea- 
ſant. The Duke de Coigny had known Mad. Du Barre, 
when ſhe lived with the Count, under the name of Made- 
moiſelle Lange. He afterwards went to Corſica, and 
returned ſome time after the marriage of Madame Du 
Barré. He was told that the then lived in the firect 47 


Petits Champs. He flies thither, and by accident finds her 


there. He accoſts her with his uſual familiarity, attempts 
to take her i in his arms, and, in ſhort, treats her as a nymph 


of eaſy virtue. The lady, to get rid of his importunities, 


aſſumes 


COUNTESS v BARKE'.. 13 1 


1 with you a good. day, and am, my Lord, 
. e's . 
| T7 Yours, &c. 


aſſumes a ſerious air, and informs him that ſhe is married. | 
«© $0 much the better,“ replies the Duke, we ſhall have _ 
© one pleaſure more, in making another man a cuekold.” “ OG 
Madame Du Barre, finding that ſhe could no longer | 
impoſe on him, was obliged to ring the bell, and order her 
| ſervants to tell thoſe of the Duke, that their maſter was going. 
The latter, much ſurptiſed at this reception, went to Count . 
Du Barre, and told him What had happened. The Count 
_ Informed him, that ſhe was now the King's miſtreſs ; which 
forced the Duke to write to Madame du Barre, in order 0 
to apologize. We could not find this letter; it was not 
damon g thoſe papers which were ſeized, when Madame 
Du ae: was exiled to 28 e "fl e, | 
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RD Me, 176g. 
TE bela pie, my dear ſiſter, will 
always have the. upper i. as long as you 


.Vou muſt po- 
frively obtain that ber. The Coumteſs 


e 99 RK 4% 2 | Fn x my 5 — $4 » 
I > 3 42 : 1 


de Bearn has promiſed us ' that the witt be 


your igod-mother on this occaſion. Her 
own critical fituation will remove all - ob- 
ſtacles that might preſent themſelves. We 
ſee but too plainly the hatred and jealouſy 
of the Choiſeul party. They have not only 


given birth to thoſe indecent lampoons on 


you, which have been circulated through 
the city and.at Court, but they are more 


intimate than ever with the Royal family, 


which they are endeavouring to render as 
ill-diſpoſed to you as they can, by painting 


| you in the blackeſt colours of calumny and 


ſcandal. As you are more than ever in the 
King's good graces, you have no other part 


CouvT RGS bo . 17 


| to take, than to throw yourſelf in tears at his | 
feet, and conjure him by all the friendſhip 
which he bears yougnat toleaveyguany longer 
_ expoſed to the injurious attacks of your 

enemies, and to permit, nay. to give orders 
for your preſentation, You will add all 
__ that: your: own-mtereſt and your attachment 
to che King may ſuggeſt to you at the mo- 
ment. This laſt reſource' will prove the 
meſt effieacious.., See and take this ſep 
before the end of the week: employ all the 
warmth and energy of which you are capable, 
in order to move the King. It is my fincere 
wiſn, that the firſt news. e I receive 
from Court may he, that you. have gained 
your! point. I am ever your affectionato 
brother, woe the 1 8 _ 1. n in 
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* Collverſitions which you have had with 


my ſiſter, and of which the has given me an 
account, alarms me. You ſay, All theſe em- 
« barraſſments diſtract me beyond patience : 
« what is the | worſt that can happen to 
me? Should the King abandon me, I will 
quit the Court, and with what he has 

s already given me, and the penſion which of 
*© courſe will be added, I ſhall always have 

« ſufficient to make a figure in the world, 


« and lead a life as happy as it will be agree- 


« able.” Ahl my dear fiſter-in-law, how 
little you know the Court! Be aſſured that 
what will happen to you, will be confine- 
ment in a convent for the remainder of your 
days, with a prohibition to ſee any one 
whatever. Add to this, that you will be 
very lucky if you are not taken off by poiſon. - 
I . no more to 42 on ou ſubject; this 

c | . will 
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will ſuffice to frighten you. Burn this 
letter; 1 refer you to that which I wrote 
1 Follow een as en = 
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Paris, April 23, 176g. 


. You: ſee, my 5 ſiſter, what good 
counſel I have given you, by the effect which 
it has produced. You are then preſented, 
in ſpite of all the cunning of the oppoſite 
cabal. This event, in proclaiming the full 
extent of your empire over the King *, * 
muſt naturally intimidate our enemies, ren- 
der them more circumſpect, diminiſh their 
number, and ſenſibly augment that of our 
partizans. But be not the leſs upon your 


„Mad. Da Bur as proſeaton te #40 f ara. 1769, 
by the Counteſs of Bearn. x 


Br 13 


go | — rens or Tres „ 
guard in every reſpect; yeatchiyoorielf oon 

fantly with the moſt ſcrupulous attention, 
and, above all, be exceeding careful that, 


in the midſt of your uſual freedom, ao tx» 


preſſion eſcape you, no indiſcreet pleaſantry, 


which might afterwards be made a handle 
of to injure you in the opinion of his Ma- 
jeſty. If you have committed any impru- 
dence of this kind, chooſe a favourable 
opportunity to inform the King of it your- 
ſelf, with thoſe graces and that gaiety which 
are ſo natural to you, and by means of 


which you have captivated him, If you 


conduct yourſelf in this manner, he wall 
only laugh at a circumſtance, which perhaps 
might inſpire him with an averſion to you, 
were it related to him by perſons diſpoſed to 
do you miſchief, By thus preventing them, 
you will make the miſchief fall with double 
force upon themſelves, and will expoſe their 
walevolence in its full Point of view. Un- 
doubtedly you find my admonitions very 
minute: but, fiequently, things in apptar- 
ance the moſt indifferent, may be attended 
with conſequences of the moſt ſerious nature. 
obe as J am to direct you, not only as to 

preſent 


| COUNTESS. D -BARRE'. 2 

8 events, but likewiſe with reſpect to 
thoſe which may happen, it is poſſible that, 
amongſt the number of my counſels, there 

may be ſome which you will have no occaſion 
to make uſe of, Nevertheleſs, I ſtill purſus 

my plan; fince there is no danger in telling 
you too much, and there may be a good deal - 

in not telling you enough. Your fituation, - 

the vortex of pleaſures, by which you are 
hurried away, and your own natural leyity, - 
may betray you into indiſcretions againſt 
which it is eſſential 27 forewarn you. 

Placed behind the curtain, I judge better of + 

things than yon can yourſelf, and your own 
experience may tell you that I am clear 
fſüighted. I am ever, with the ſame friends 
: Sip, y dear Aſter, 


| Your Sy ans + | 
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ſhe had come to aſk her protection. 
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"LETTER Xt. 


re Manaus 14 Gabs. 29 98 


a 5 5 . 5 5 1 May 30, REA 
1 Alu ſony that I was not at home, Madam, 


| when you took the trouble to call on me. 


You have no need to aſk my ptotection; it 
was an acquiſition you had/ already made, 
and you may reckon. upon that, as | wt Las 
a my eerga, e ee 

tor boa ee Lam, K. | 


* O14 8 la ie. with, a Madame Du 3 | 


had lived in 1764, received, in the month of May, 1769, 
2 viſit from the latter in the greateſt pomp, doubtleſs to 
humhle the pride and ſelf-love of that old fool, and alſo 


from ſome light motive of vanity, Madame la Garde | 


returned the viſit, and not having found Madame Du B, at 
home, left a card with the Swiſs, to let her know that 


LETTER 


COUNTE88. DU.-BARRE'. 
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To THE Cour DE SrAINVIIILE. 


* 4 * « * * »> 
wg "% 3 e 2 * OY F 74 1 ] . + 4 8 * 17 : 
#4 PS. 4 Ls 4 8 4 * * 1 


I: . AVE received” TEL tithes, * "my Lot 
and anſwer it with the more pleaſure, « asT 


can, at the ſame time, announce to you that 
his Majeſty grants you the reverſion of the 


government of Straſburg, and that I myſelf 
was the ſolicitor. You ſee by that how far 
I am from being. angry with you. I am 
much flattered by the ſentiments which you 


profeſs to entertain for me. If the Duke 


and Madame, your ſiſter, thought as you do, 
| we ſhould be the beſt friends in the world; 
it is not my fault that we are not ſo. 


"Tam, &c. 


; * » * by _ *, 
: r. o 0447-53 
3 1 155 * Y - * " 7. a. £8-*7 * F 
7 : 3 k 

% - 3 8 

$ 4 ' 
- * * 

7 


+ » * 
x 
- ” 
_ 2 — — — _H Hur euro CCc[ﬀC CCC e 


A * 82 0 N 8 w mT! © $515 ©e 5400p f * 
fx eee e 33 e e eee 4 
R 2 * . Mane = K. * * - 


j — — 8 5 FL; 
5 . * — 

* * . 4 

4 * y 


Fot Tas KN. 


IxsTRAD of waiting till to-morrow, come | 
this evening: I have ſomething to tell you 
that will give you. pleaſure. G ms be 
| aſſured that you are eee 925 5 
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To Tus CounTzss DE BEARN,. 


June 2, 1 26h 


I CANNOT ſufficiently thank you, Madam, 
for your goodneſs, your complaiſance, and 
your attention. I ſhould think I abuſed 
them, if I did not immediately reſtore you 
to that 1 580 which you love, and . which 
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COUNTESS DU BARRE. = 46 


-you have ſo long deprived yourſelf on my 
account. That would be exacting too much 
from your friendſhip. You have ſeveral 
times acquainted me with the diſguſt which 
you experienced in a region for which you 
were better calculated than I am, and where, 
nevertheleſs, we have both, in ſome ſort, 
made our firſt appearance together. You 
have bufineſs which ſummons you to Paris. 
The excurſion to Marli once over, I requeſt 
that you will not pur any conſtraint on your 
inclinations. Go to the Luxembourgh to 
enjoy eaſe and leiſure, and abandon me to 
the hurry of Verſailles.” But reſt perſuaded, 
that I ſhall never forget you, and that I —_ 
while I 88 life, Madam, | SELL | 
0 Yours, &c. ” 
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LETTER XV, 


To M. Dr Mavyzou, CHANCELLOR, ' 


| 


en, ” 1 8 Jun 6, 565. 


I ENO W nothing of your laws, They 
are unjuſt and barbarous: they are contrary 
to ſound policy, to reaſon, to humanity, 
if they condemn to death a young woman 
delivered of a dead child, and who omitted. 
to declare that circumſtance &. According 
to the memorial here annexed, the ſuppli- 
cant is in this predicament. It appears, that 
ſhe is condemned only for having been ig- 
norant of the law, or for not having 
conformed to it through a degree of mo- 
deſty extremely natural. I refer the exa- 
mination of this affair to your equity: this 
unhappy creature ſurely merits ſome indul- 


* The perſon here alluded to, was a young woman of 
Liancourt in Picardy, who had been debauched by the mi- 
niſter of the pariſh, M. de Mandeville, of the Black Muſs, | 
queteers, upon hearing her caſe related, ran immediately to 


Marli, where the Court then was, and preſented a memorial 
to Mad. Du Barre, 
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gence, | 
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gence. T requeſt of you, at lcaſt, a commu- | 
tation of the puniſhment; your own ſenſibi=- 
tity will dictate the reſt; . 1 ee ow TRIO 

to 82 . 15 8 | * 


27 105, SETTER. XVI 
From M. Ds Mavezov. 
ur DEAR COUSIN, Lo Jaly 6, 769. | 


I CANNOT tell you how much pleaſed I 
am at your having given me an opportunity 
of convincing you of my perfect devotion to 


M. de Mad peou, the better to ſecure the good graces of 
the King, ſecidg that the Du-Barte family wiſhed to conſider 
themſelves as allied to a noble family in England of the name 
of Barry, and to which he ſaid he himſelf was related, gave 
Mad. Du B. no other title than that of Couſin, which gave 
fingular pleaſure to his Majeſty, The Chancellor carried 
this adulation to an exceſs. One day, when he went to pay 
his reſpects to Mad: Du B. all the company roſe up in com- 
pliment to his dignity : Do not diſturb yourſelves, gentle= 
E _ ſaid he, it is only a ns vit EE | 


Ez” you; 


32 5 "LETTERS or ux 


you: I ſhall ſeize ſuch as prelbht indess 
with a degree of zeal, which will never 
ſuffer you to doubt, a moment, the ſincerity 
of thoſe ſentiments which I eſteem it my 
glory to have avowed. I have juſt now or- 
dered that affair to be ſuperſeded, in which 
vou have intereſted yourſelf ſo earneſtly. 
As ſoon as the papers relative to the proceed- 
ings are laid before ine, I ſhall make out a 
pardon for the priſoner. It would not be 
ſeemly in the head officer of' the law, to 
approve in open terms your declamations: 
againſt thoſe laws, which the duties of his' 
ſtation oblige him to ſee obſerved. I cans + 
not, however, my dear couſin, avoid agree- 
ing, that they would be infinitely ſuperior 
to what they are at preſent, had they been 
dictated by ſo enlightened and benign a 
genius as yours. You give a ſplendid proof 
of it in the humanity you ſhew to-day, and 
I ſhould not have needed this new inſtance 
of your ſenſibility, to be convinced that our 
Royal Maſter could not make a more glorious 
choice. Adieu, my - adorable couſin; re- 
member always that your lighteſt wiſhes 
ſhall be to me as ſo many commands. 
3 an, with reſpect, &c. 


LETTER 


2 


* 


= COUNTESS DU BARRE'. 


L E TTE R ; XVII. 


From M. DE iowa 


MY DEAR cob, . Marty, July . 196g. 


"THE accuſed has juſt received her pardon. 
What acknowledgments ought I not to ren- 
der you, ſince I may flatter myſelf with 
having been, on this occaſion, 3 1 5 
a . e d 
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LETTER XVIIL 
To Count DU Bank- 
a 20, 1760. 


1 AM more than ever, brother, in the good 
graces of the King. The Duke de Rich- 


lieu is my friend to all intents and purpoſes. 


The Chancellor, who you know is become 


my couſin, pays court to me moſt aſſidu- 
ouſly. M. de Choiſeul no longer, ſeems to 


bear me ſo much ill-will, He accompanied 
me the day before yeſterday to Triel, which 
I am adviſed to purchaſe; but the. Duke de 
Richelieu ſays, that I muſt not truſt myſelf 
there, and that it will turn out unlucky. 
The Ducheſs de Grammont, to avoid ſeeing 
me any more, is gone to ramble about the 
world ; it is thought that ſhe is now in Hol- 
land. The good God bleſs her! I with I may 
never again hear her mentioned. Have you 
received the order for 200,000 livres, on 
M. Baujeon, which I ſent to you on Sunday ? 
You ſay nothing about it. I ſhall be at 
| >> Paris 


COUNTESS DU. BARRE'. * 


Paris to-morrow þ: you: will find. me at the 
Oper E IE 


LETTER XIX, 
To THE CounTEss DE Moy Av. 


| Auguſt 4» _ 


1 SEND you an i expel Madam, to let you 
know that we have got the pardon for M. 
and Mad. de Louerme “. His Majeſty 
granted it to me in the moſt obliging manner. 
e I am charmed to think,” ſaid he, that the 
te firſt favour which you extort from me, 
« ſhould be an act of humanity,” Como 
to-morrow to thank him, and you ſhall, 0 


*The Count and Counteſs de Louerme, perſons of * 
high diſtinction, were condemned to be beheaded for rebel- 
lion againſt juſtice, The Counteſs de Moyan was- their 
daughter, The Chancellor had -refuſed to pardon them; 
but, through policy, had ſuſpended the arret of condemnationy 
to give his couſin an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing herſelf, © + 
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young ; he has committed many follies at 
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the ſame time, be a witneſs of we — 
which I feel at having had it in my power to 
oblige you. Ta 


w 


LETTER IN 


| From THE MARCHIONESS DE Mon r 
MURENCY, ; | 


. 4. 1769. 


It HAVE in | myhead, my + archailh Counteſs, 
an idea that is ſomewhat ſingular, You 
know a certain nobleman called the Duke 
de Boutteville *, He begins to be no longer 


every æra of his life; but he pretends now, 
that he is reſolved to become a rational crea- © 


The Duke de Boutteville was of one of the moſt inaftrious 
ſamilies in the kingdom, but a bad ſubject; a man totally 
ruined both in fortune and character. Such a propoſal from 
Mad. de Montmorency was highly politic, as ſhe thus paid 


court to the Favourite in the moſt marked and ingenious 
manner. | 


ture, 


* 


4 \ * 5 ; . a i : * 


COUNTESs DV BARRE'. 5 33 | 


ture. The firſt proof which he gives of it, : 

is, that be! has a mind to marry. He has 

aſked me to thooſe'a wife for him; at firſt I 

only laughed at his reſolution; but when I. 

found that it was ſerioufly taken: · You muſt 

& have, then,” ſaid 1 to him, a woman of 

good underſtanding, lively wit, in ſhort,  *'__ 

one who may ſerve you for a Mentor. 
« khow one who would anſwer extremely... 

«© well for your turn, but I am not certain 

that ſhe would accept of you. He then 

queſtioned nie very earneſtly, and T atlength/ 

named Mademoiſelle du Barré, your ſiſter 

and friend. If I have been imprudent, my. 
lovely Counteſs, in ſo doing, my deſire of 
being allied to you will be a ſufficient apo- 

logy. Make frequent mention of this mat»! 
ter to Mademoiſelle your ſiſter. Should the 
affair ſucceed, ſo much the better: if not, Ts 

I ſhall-n not be the _ ne friend « as eee as 

I live. whe ren, 
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LETTER XXI. 


' ito TUE. Maxenionzes Dx Monr- 2 
| | MORENCY. 5 


Mr « aber 45d maybe; fag are Wen 
flattered with the alliance which you propoſe. 
to us *. I have mentioned it to the King. 
who very willingly conſents to it, Arrange 
the whole affair, then, i in the beſt manner you 
can; we leave it entirely to your manage-. 
ment. Be aſſured that I deſire, as heartily 
as you do, ſo flattering a enen Be- 
lieve me, dear Madam, 8 RD: 


+ 7 _” 1 
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* This 1 W did not take place; for the Duke 
de Botteville required, as a preliminary, the liberty of the 

Duke d'Olonne, his ſon, condemned to perpetual impriſon- 

OO ment, from regard to his high birth, though he deſerved 
8 capital puniſhment. But this favour was not granted, - 


== <q. 2 hh "op 
— 3 : = = — = = === —_ — . . ˙—— — — — — 
jj ET CCS 
— . U Ez. —— ——— —— - —— 8 7 . I” — —— 2 
: - — 8 —— — — = === = = 5 2 


r — - 


. 
Ky: - 


1 5 
r 


—— 


— —— —— 
r * I; 
” 5, - — = 


. — — * 
— — — — * — 


. 
— 


3 
— 2 4 2 rms ena ? 
7 g g p L 
\ 


— ah Foe — cv 
=2 
— 
— 


Mares + 


— 


144 11 

. 
7 I N 
l 
if 1 | 

3H $4}: * Os , 

45 1 2 Y . 
1 : 
7 4 4 . 

i 

„ 
* 7 = 5 2 
— 3 


* 


5 4 | > 


COUNTESS DU BARRE, 33 


ras" Dore leni 
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opportunity of wer veg yo 

have aſked; then, the King's confent ds to 
the poſt of Captain of his Eight Horfe- 3 
Guards, which you are defirous of purchaf- 9 
ing. But, ſaid he,” the Duke de Choiſeul | 
has ſolicited it for the Viſcount de Chol- 
« ſeul,” —< Since that is the caſe, „ anfovered 
I. « there” is one reaſon” the more why your 
« ſhould grant what I demand]; for we muſt” 
* puniſh the Duke à little for his iſl-witt' 
« and animoſity towards me. His'Majeſty” 

| ſmiled, and ſaid, that he could not.refuſe me 
any thing. Thus you and ] are both content. 
My compliments to my good friend, Mad. 1 
d' Aiguillon. Good: day to you, Captain of 1 \ 


the King 8 Light RE te DO Es, - 
e LETTER. 
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LETTER XXIII. 
FROM rar, Durs br Nieurvikv. | 


5 


You .cannot.too Gin pork the 35d gerd 
of the Count de Lauraguais. He has picked 
up a girl i in the rue St. Honore, has furniſhed 
3 hauſe for her, and gives her openly. the 
title of Counteſs du Tonneau * *. You perceive 
the low. reffection intended by this imperti- 
nence. If it continue a few days longer, all, 
Faris will know. of it, and, we; muſt therefore. 
crush; it in its outſet. The Count de Laura - 
guais is 2 friend of, the Duke de Choiſcul ; 

ſo you ſee from what quarter this ſtroke was 
aimed F. I am, with reſpect,; adorable 
Countels, the moſt devoted of POR" 


'* Tonneax, acafk, or tub. The alluſion was, probably, to 


the low ſtation in which Mad. Du B. and ber Can _ 
once been. See the firſt note. T7090 416 


£ Tal : 18 2 


+4 Mad. PR B. laughed 3 at thiGoke. ok NEO 3 
ernment was not fo. lenient, - The poor Counteſs du Te n: 
neau was ſent to the Salperriere, and the Count de E. eſcaped 
a lettre de e by ſetting off for London. 
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LBTTER XXIV. 


r Naas br OE dy 


"a Fg 


FE | Verſailles, e I, 1770, 
I HAVE dees this morning. my dear 


Madam, to ſolicit the King, as I had pro- 
miſed you, for the Loges de Nantes *. But 


you may not have it, and do you know 
why? His Majeſty had deſtined it as a new- 


year's gift for a very ſad woman. Vou will 


eaſily guels that I am that perſon. His 
Majeſty” is poſitive that I ſhall have the 
place. I am in the higheſt degree flattered 


by this teſtimony of the King's friendſhip, 


but I ſhould have been till more ſo, had he 
given me the place for you, as I have more 
pleaſyre in obliging than in receiving Þ. 


A place worth 40,000 livres a year, 


+ One would think, from this letter, 3 Mad. Du B. 
aſked the place for herſelf; but the following ſtatement will 
clear up this buſineſs to her advantage. The King was ſur- 
founded with his courtiers, Madame du B. entered the room 

with an air of gaiety, and, after the uſual compliments, ſaid, 


Fc 4 am come, SUE, to aſk you for my new=year' 5 gift, the 


FE 
4 * 
2 
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Give me an opportunity of rendering you a 

ſervice ſtill more eſſential, you ſhall ſee witn 
. what pleafure I will | undertake the office. 

Believe me, dear Madam, with my whole 


heart, g 
Yours, Ke. 


„ 1 
$I LA 


90 3 Nantes, for my goed, friend, Mat: 26 Aleapoix. , 
That cannot be,“ ſaid the King, ſmiling z Lhave diſpoſed 
of it. „ „ Wel! ,"*replied Mad. du B. ** this is the fourth 

«favour you have refuſed me; the devil take me if I trouble 

4 yon again.“ The King obſerved to hen, that it was bad 

to begin the new year with ſcolding. And you begin it 

& much worſe, ſaid Mad. du B. V ou loſe your labour,” 
zeplied the King; ** you fhall not make me ehange my reſo-. 

< lution. Lam glad to ſee you ſalicit with ſuch; warmth: for 

te your friend, but do you know for whom I have deſtined! 


ct this favour ? It is or yourſelf, Mayan bs. 5 the ſame time : 
ko-ombracee her, l 
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Yi letter, my Lond. far 9 ſerving 
as your apology, only irritates. me the more. 
againſt you, by the unworthineſs, of your 
conduct, and the meanneſs of your ſentiments. 
I defire never to ſee, or hear of I, again. 
Never enter my doors more. 5 


»The Duke de Villsroi waa a Lidertine./ AE 
rately in love with a waiting-woman of Mad. du B. nemed - 
Sophie. After having ſeduced her, he inveigled her away 
from her miſtreſs, in order to take her into keeping, M. de 
Choiſeul, knowing that he wentfrequently to Mad. du Barre's, 
reproached him with the mean and ſervile court which he 


paid to her. You are miſtaken,” ſaid the Duke de V. 


« ſhould never have ſet my foot within the creature”s ; doors, 
c if it were not on account of her maid Sophie, As a proof 
«« of that, I have juſt taken the girl into keeping. Mad. da 
Barre, to whom. this anſwer was reported, denied herſelf to the 
Duke the firſt time he came to viſit her, and ſent him word 
never to appear in her preſence again. Notwithſtanding this 
prohibition, he had the meanneſs to write her a n, 


: 4 al received: the above anſwer. 
„ „„ 
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LETTER XxvII 


From Tart Apr” Tranary, Comprrots 


LER GENERAL OF THE FINANCES. 
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Tn friendlbip wh vhick you feem 725 
clined to honour me, and the obliging things 


which you have ſaid of me to your auguſt 


admiter, render it a kind of duty i in me to 


teſtify my acknowledgments in the moſt 


convincing manner. I have a project to put 


in execution, and hope you will not think i it 


a bad one. 1 


The King allows RY —__ of 30,006 
livres a month; which undoubtedly is in- 
adequate to the very great expences which 
the ſtation you occupy muſt neceſſarily put 
you to. You know it, fince you are obliged 
to give many orders on the Court-banker, all 
which I take as caſh, when he and I ſettle. 
accounts. I will adviſe his Majeſty to 
double your penſion, and for this purpofe 1 


mean to give him to underſtand, that it will 
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be teally a piece as; Jecomde(y;- to dert 
you, petty bills and private drafts, which 1 
will tell him are very conſiderable. Be- 
tween ourſelves, they ſhall be as much in 
force as ever, and I will accept them moſt 
cheerfully in my a counts: with the Court 98 
banker. You fee what I can do at preſent, 
in order to convince you of the zeal and at- 
tachment' which I have vowed to-maintain 


for FO during my whole life“. 5 
I am, with . Madam, & . 
+ 
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To Tux ABE ERRAY,. SG 
r 0099958 43 3 10 let E A {tive 


* 7 OV. are an ee 1 3 
man, my dear Abbé. Whatever you do 
will be perfectly er as agreeable to 
A* Majeſty, as to a 4 — ren 


? 
$8 


6 This 8 wa ans place, _ Mad. Du B, 
not only continued to give orders on the Court-banker, but 
ker nnn likewiſe did the ſame unlimitedly. 


2 knowledgments | 
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LETTER Un. 
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rent run L Durs pn . 


liſten to the idea which the Duke de Noailles 
has put into your head, of going to the wa- 
ters of Bareges, in order to avoid being pre- 


ſent at the arrival of the Pauphineſs, under 


= pretence that you would make but an indif- 
Ir | ferent figure. at the entertainments which 


5 will be given ſolely on her account, and that 


has given you this advice, cannot really be 
your friend. He has been ſet. on by the 


1 f : | Duke de Choiſeul, who wiſhes to profit by 
TY your abſence, in order to weaken that aſcen- 


* which you have acquired over hi Ma- 
| jeſty. 
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TAKE care, adorable Counteſs, how you 


i} you might be expoſed to mortifications from 
e Princeſs, The Duke de Noullles, who 


4 


Coffea Du. ”” 
* 


jeſty. You are the King's Divinity, don't 
quit him for a moment. Young and hand- 
ſome as you are, you have no notion of the 
danger that there is in abſence. What arts 
would they not then practice to wean him 
from an attachment, in which his happineſs 
conſiſts, and which they would repreſent to 
bim in a very different point of view? Age 
weakens the force of the inclinations, unleſs 
they be continually exited. I will fay no 
more to you, my divine Counteſs; but know 
that if you once abſcat yourſelf, you hazard 
all. 


. am, with relpeet, de. 
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LETTER. XXIX. 


70 THE Dok v v AIGUILLON.. OO 
e  Avguſt 30. 1770, | 


14 THANK you, my dear Duke, for your 
advice. The Duke de Richelieu was of the 
fame opinion, and I have reaſon to be quite 
ſatisfied with the gracious reception which I 
met with from the Dauphineſs®, As to 
what relates to yourſelf, though I don't un- 
derſtand buſineſs, I yeſterday joined my in- 
fluence to that of M. de Maupeou, in order 
to quaſh the proceedings againſt you in the 
Parliament. I told the King, as we had 
concerted, that Choiſeul had prepoſſeſſed | 
the judges againſt you, becauſe you were of 
my party. His Majeſty is determined to go 
himſelf, and withdraw all the papers relative 

to your proceſs, conſidering you as totally 
cleared from all thoſe imputations which 
have been laid to your charge. You ought, 
therefore, to be content. Remember me to 

my gent Ducheſs. Good day, 
The preſent Queen of France. 
ET LETTE R 
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| CoUNTESs DU n 45 
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LETTER XXX. 


\ 


To THE Doxz D'AIGUILLON, 


I DO not bullove, my dear Duke, that all | 
the arts united ever produced a maſter - piece - 
more perfect and more elegant than the vis- 
a-vis which you have ſent me. If I am 
never weary of admiring the various talents 
which the artiſts have diſplayed in this work, 
what encomiums do I not owe to the taſte 
of him who directed them! I ſhall feel ry 
| fincere pleaſure in making the King bear a 
part in this tribute of admiration. However, 
as nothing ſo magnificent in this, way has 
. appeared, I have ſome apprehenſions that 


s Majeſty will object to my making uſe of | 


it*. But let what will happen, I entreat 
you to be as firmly perſuaded of my grati- 
tude in this inſtance, as of my defire to give 

you, upon every ee Jour of the fin- 


15 She n never did make uſe of i it. The WAR thought it too 
fine, and e her, 4 : 
cere 


5 46 | Arras or TAB. 


cere 8 which I have vowed to pre- 
ſerve for 2 as 83 as I have life +. | 
| 1 am cc. 


LETTER 3 


| Foe THE Doxx vx Noanuns. 


* 


1 AM DYES) e eee Hae rink 
Duchefs de Grammont, and undertake it with 
the more pleaſure, as it procures me the ad- 

vantage of converſing for a moment with the 

divinity who is the delight of the Court. 
This lady is mortified at not being in your 
good graces, She is at a loſs to account for 
that coolneſs which ſeemed always to ſubſiſt 
between you. She has @ particular efteem 
for . and, being juſt returned from her 


+ This carriage, which was a memorial of the Duke's 
gratitude for the favour mentioned in the Jaſt letter, coſt him 
* $2,000 livres. The public was ſcandalized at this indecent 
luxury, and ſome ſatirical verſes were made on it. 


travels, 


cobwrxst b bakkr > 


travels, deſires, with the greateſt a. - 
be eſtabliſhed between you 
both. In 26. TREE of this wiſh, ſhe has 
requeſted me to become her mediator. May 
I flatter myſelf with hopes of ſucceſs? I 
can tell you, on my own patt, that ſhe is 
diſtreſſed at having failed in point of reſpect 
to you on ſome occafioas. But her prefent 
eonſeſſion, and the ſtep which ſhe is taking, 
ought to operate in procuring her pardons 
eſpecially with you,'Madam,”whoſe goodneſs 
has, been ſo frequently diſplayed. I entreat, 
then; that you will pay fome attention to her 
dase sd ere Fs me . a weed a5 


that peace 


ſwer. 521 
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PLETTE x x,” 
10 THE Dos r Nodtturs. | 


How: my. Lord: is Mad. . Games 
unable to account for the enmity which 
reigns between her and me? Does the for- 
get her inſulting haughtineſs, her contemp- 
tuous behaviour, and her unbecoming ex- 
preſſions? Does the. forget the lampoons, 
which, at her inſtance, were compoſed, as 
well upon the King, who had loaded her 
with benefits, as on me? Has ſhe loſt the ; 
recollection of all her hidden practices all 
her intrigues, all her cabals to blacken me 
in the opinion of his Majeſty, and the Royal 
Family? If all thoſe artifices are eraſed 
from her memory, they are ſtill engraved on 
mine, but, in reality, only to deſpiſe them. 
However, I harbour no rancour: tell her 
that I wiſh never to entertain a thought of 
her, but on condition that I ſhall never ſee 
her more. Conſequently let her appear no 
more at Court ; let her live quietly at Pa- 
ris, and I 1 both you and her that I 
wal - 
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: vil e give her no diſturbance. Were it ſtill 
in her power to ruin me, I am perſuaded that 
the would. More generous than ſhe is, I 
content myſeif with requeſting her to ho- 
nour me with her n Pies as L favour her 
wo; inn am &c. 
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"FROM M. de Mavrzou. 


f ur DEAR cove, — "7 | December 55 e = 


\ 


1 


Yun. 1 over [Rate-allaine. is as 
powerful as if you. held the reins of govern- 
ment. Since, then, we have one common 
intereſt, it behoves us to maintain the ſtrict- 
eſt union, and do nothing but for the publie 
benefit, in which, as good ſubjects, we ſhall 
likewiſe find our own. We have juſt given 
the Parliament the /irappade, as you plea- 
ſantly called it, in recommending it to them 
to be more cireumſpect for the future. But 
that lofty and imperious Body, whoſe ambi- 


tion even aſpires to uſurp the authority of 
i Ie Mp H the 
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the Sovereign, is 1g by thi Duke ths 
Choiſeul, i its protector, to revolt againſt the 


— 


new law of his Majeſty; a law, however, 


which is nothing more than the rene wal of | 


an old one, enregiſtered theſe hundred years 
and more, and conſtantly enforced. As the 


Duke de Choiſeul is our common enemy, 


and yours ſtill more than mine, as there is 


no ſecurity for us While he remains in Admi- 


niſtration, and as the moment is now come 


when we muſt get rid of him for ever, let us | 


join our forces together, 


On your: part, you muſt continually give 


the Kiog to underſtand, that M. de Choiſeul 


Is underhand exciting the 8 to ceaſe 


performing its functions, and to revolt 4 


gainſt the royal authority. When you have 


advanced theſe aſſertions without ſeeming” to 


be much intereſted in the affair, I will give 
his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt proofs. of it, and 
: will likewiſe let him ſee, by documents: in 
my poſſeſſion, that the Ducheſs de Gram- 


r under pretence of travelling for her 


pleaſure, has been only ſeeking to ſtir up the 


other Parliaments, and render them refrac- 
1 In "wp _ Duke af and 
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the Abbe Terray ſhall inſinuate to him dex- 
terouſly that the Duke de Choiſeul, in order 
to preſerve his intereſts entire, is endeavour- 
ing, by oblique methods, to kindle the flames 
of war, notwithſtanding his ſeeming to enter 
into his Majeſty' s pacific views. . 

Here is more than is neceſſary to ruin 
that ambitious . Miniſter in the eyes of our 
Monarch, who no longer loves him, but who, 
in ſpite of himſelf, is, as it were, habituated 
to the man, becauſe he fears him, and ebnſi- 
ders him as neceſſary to his ſervice, - Suck 
is the line of conduct we muſt purſue, 

I am delighted with your laſt ſtroke of 
pleaſantry reſpecting the Duke de Choiſcul. 
Such railleries hit unerringly. It required 
wit like yours to deviſe fuck an ingentous 
turn, It is needleſs to recommend 5 
in our proceedings: you are as much in- 
teteſted as Jam in n them coticealed#®, 


Lam, with reſped, Kc. 


E There were two . of Mad. 4 B. ind the 1 Duke | 
de Choiſeul. As to that of which M. de Maupeoy makes 
nnn we give it, ſuch as it was, to the reader. 

One day, while Mad. du B. was with the King, fie had a 
couple of oranges in her hand, and, in throwing them up in 
the air, the cried, 5 Jump, Choiſeul. / Trap, Praſlin 1” 
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10 THE Dal DE, OY vun. . 


December 24s 1770,—ten in he morning, 
1 


You 1 here, my Lord, two — de 


 cachet which the King has ſigned, and which 
he charges you to preſent immediately to 


Meſſrs. de e and e Don' t thee 


an inſtant, OT! 


* time, he met on the Lare 0 one of her cooks, 
who ſeemed to her to reſemble the Duke de Choiſeal. « Are 
you one of my :ervants,” ſaid ſhe to the man? % Ves, 


8 Madam,” anſwered he... Go,“ ſaid Mad. du B. your. 
appearance is inauſpicious, Tell my ſteward that 1 deſire 


never to ſee your face, and let him diſcharge you inſtantly,” 
The thing was done. That ſame evening, Mad. du B. re- 


: lated the adventure to the King; adding, « J have. turned 
. off my Choiſuel, when will you diſcharge yours?“ 


Here follow the two leitres 9e cachet; 3 Ing. that to the 
Duke de Choiſeul; 


« Co USIN, | = 
cc The diſcontent which : your . opcalion to me, 


obliges n me to baniſh you to Chanteloup, whither you muſt 

| betake yourſelf in twenty-four hours, I would ſend you 
further off, but for the particular eſteem which I have for 

the. 


4 
* 
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Be LETTER Xxx. 


ren ru Doxs DAIGUILLON, 


— 


December 27 ne. : 


I H AVE rl Madam, too many marks 
of your goodneſs, to be ſurprized at this new. 
favour with which you honour me *. While 
I aſſure. you of my unfeigned gratitude, 
permit me, however, to make ſome refletiong: 
upon the preſent ſtate of things. 1 E4, 

The unequivocal proof of the King's pro- 
tection, which J received on a late occaſion, 
has . me too _— nee and that 


the Gates de Choiſeul, for 3 health Iam w intereſted. - ; 
Take care that your conduct does not oblige me to follow ; 
other meaſures, I pray God, | Coufin, to keep you under 
bis _ protection.“ 0 ; 


24d. That to M. Praſlin. | | 

I have no longer any occaſion for your ſervices, and = 
niſh you to Praſlin, whither _ mul; betake e in 
twen N hours,” 


Lov 1s. 4 


Lovis. 


5 The place of Miniſter of the Marine, which Mad. du B. 
bad obtained for him, and which the Duke, by a ſtroke of 
policy eaſily underſtood at that time, declined accepting, _ 


circumſtance 
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e is yet too recent for me to ac- 


cept, with prudence, at this moment, the 


poſt to which you have engaged his Majeſty 
to nominate me. Beſides, Madam, the uni- 


verſal regret which the publie has ſhewn at 
the baniſhment of our enemies, is to them 
rather a kind of triumph, which cannot but 


Place their ſucceſſors in the moſt awkward | 


ſituation. It is my opinion, then, without 


entering into a longer detail, that I ſhall act 


more prudently in remaining for ſome time 
behind the curtain, and waiting for a more 
favourable moment to make my appearance 
onthe ſtage. All the precaution we have to 


take, is, that the interim be filled by perſons 


who have neither conſequence nor talents 
ſufficient to make us fear that they might 
keep the poſt in ſpite of us. When the pub- 
lic ſhall have ſpent all its gall upon theig 
heads, and their incapacity ſhall make a 


change deſirable, it will be time for me ta 


come forward. Becoming neceſſary, as one 


may ſay, I ſhall have it more in my power to 
give you proofs incontrovertible of my devo- 


tion to your intereſts. Vou poſſeſs, Madam, 


ſufficient N to underſtand my plan, and 


fulliclent 


codii#ubs wo Whew, , 59 


ſaſſicient addreſs to aid me in putting ie in 
execution. There are, vo know, certain 
oecaſions, where one muſt, according to the 
„ ſaying, retire” a 22 Ape, 5 order to 


1 am, &c. 
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TREE King, my dear Abbe; is ſtill unde- 
termined, as to the choice of a Miniſter of 5 
the Marine, T mentioned you to him, and 
thought that the Chancellor, who was pre- 
ſent, would have aſſiſted me in your behalf: 
but he did not ſay a ſingle word. His Ma- 
jeſty made anſwer, that ſeveral perſons had 
been propoſed. to; him, but that he knew not 
to which he ſhould' give the preference. 
However, that the bulineſs of the Marine 


may 


36 LETTERS or TH | 
may aer no interruption from this want of 
| determination i in the royal breaſt, I have ad- 
viſed his Majeſty to give you the Porte-feville 
conditionally, that is to ſay, that you 
ſhall reſign it immediately, on the appoints 
ment of another Miniſter. The King con- 
ſents to this expedient: you are, therefore; 
Miniſter of 'the Marine par interim. It is 
your affair, my dear Abbe, to make, in this 
new poſt, every effort to deſerve that you 
may be permitted to retain it. As the war 
department was not in your line, I had not 
even an idea of propoſing it to you. The 
Prince of Condé has intrigued. and ſolicited 
not a little for a Marquis de Monteynard, 
whom I know not, and the King has given 
him his conſent. We ſhall ſee how. he will 
behave himſelf, and whether we ſhall have 
reaſon to -be content with him * *. Adieu, 
believe me ever 8 


Yours, &c-. 


* As intereſt governs every thing, the Prince of Conde had 
his in this appointment of the M. de Monteynard. He had 
long been wiſhing to have the poſt of Grand Maſter of the 
Artillery revived in his favour ; it would have brought bim 
in 400,000 livres a year; and ke reckoned, that the Miniſter 

| : at 
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1 MAKE no ſecrdd ho you, dt far front 4 
engaging the King to give the Porte- Feuille 
of the Marine to the Abbé Terray, I: have 
aſſeed it, on the contrary;” for M. Bourgeois 
de Boynes; and I requeſt, that, if you do 
not intereſt his Majeſty in favour of this 
gentleman, you will, at leaſt, preſs him no 
further in behalf of the Abbé Tetray. You” 
know that it was I who: made him Comps»! 
troller- General; 1 eee __ at Tony 


at War being 3 a ele his, own, 3 be the fret to pro- 7 
poſe the revival of this employment. But the Marquis de M. 

either unwilling to diminit his own ſalary and authority, by* 
ſepirating ſo fair à portion from his department, or really 
with a view of ſerving the State, repreſented. to the King, that 

a juncture in which the condition of the finances required a 

retrenchment of the funds »f the Treaſarer at War Ettracr-? 
dinary did not appear to him to be the proper time for incur- 
ring ſo conſiderable an expence, by granting to the Prince of 
Conde the favour he demanded. The matter wag, accord- 


_ ingly/ dropped. ons nt 
1 attached 
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attached to me, and that he would ind an 
my projects; this he promiſed to do, but he 


had firmly reſolved not to do any ſuch thing. 


Far from ſupplying me with what was ne- 


ceſſary for completing the deſtruction of the 
Parliament and the Choiſeul party, our ene- 
mies, he would not even remove the obſta- 
cles which lay in my way. No perſon was 
more deeply initiated than himſelf in all the 
myſteries relating to the chief offices in the 
law, better acquainted with the Parliament, 
and with the characters, tempers, and in- 
trigues of his former brethren. Neverthe- 
leſs, he has given me no aſſiſtance, no advice 
whatſoever, and has left upon my ſhoulders 
the whole weight and difficulty of the enter- 
prize I have engaged in. Believe me, it is 
not with any view to the public good, that 
he has conducted himſelf i in this manner, 
nor through friendſhip or generoſity for his 
former brethren; but he looks upon the 
execution of my meaſures as utterly impracti- 

cable. He was in hopes that I would fink 
under the burthen, and looked forward to 
ſucceed me as head- officer of the law, and 


Drapoſed a plan of * wholly different 


from 


\ 
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mt mine. 'Luckily M. de Boynes has 
come to, my relief; he has communicated 
to me all his information, aided me in the 
execution of my deſigns, and ſtill continues 
to render me the ſame ſervices. The King 
knows his merit and his talents, and I hope 
will recompenſe him with the department 
of the Marine, eſpecially as he will find in 
him a man of unwearied induſtry and ſolid 
judgment *. I entreat, then, my dear 
couſin, that you will not traverſe my ope- 
rations, from which nothing can reſult but 
what is happy. As for the Abbé Terray, 
we muſt not break with him directly, and 
without ceremony; you muſt ſtill ſoothe 
him with fair promiſes, and thus keep him 
in perpetual dependance. I expect you to 
dinner to-morrow, as you promiſed ; not- 


This M. de Boynes was not a whit more honeſt than the 
Chancellor and the Abbe Terray, He was a new intriguer, 
who, leſs advanced than the other two, was preſſing to get 
forward, had rendered himſelf neceſſary to the Chancellor, 
and had ſerved him with fidelity at firſt, in order to gain 
footing in the council, fix himſelf there firmly, and put him- 
ſelf in a condition to work on his own account, form a party, 
and raiſe himſelf on the ruins of —. whoſe N he 
envied. 


1 withſtanding 
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. matters of buſineſs, Thope you 
will find ſomething. to amuſe you. 


I have the honour to be, &, | 


LETTER KXXVII, 
To Tus AN TarRAY. 


| You were in the wrong, my dear Abbe, 
to be out of humour with me, becauſe the 
Marine has been given away to M. de Boynes. 
You may rely on it, that I had nothing to 
do with that appointment, and that, for my 
own part, I am vexed that the preference 


was not given to you. You muſt not, on 


that account, take the matter ſo much ta 
| heart, nor offer your reſignation, ſince you 
would be the firſt puniſhed, were his Ma- 
jeſty to accept it. The King, whom I have 
aſked why you were not thought of for 
that department, made anſwer, that you 
were the only perſon who underſtood 


the 


COUNTESS DU. BARRE,. _ 6x 


the real ſtate of the finances, and that you 
would be much more uſeful to him in that 
ſtation, than in any other. So that you 


muſt not deſpair ; perform your functions to 
the general ſatisfaction; leave a path well 


marked out for whoever ſhall ſucceed you: 
you will then be tranſplanted to a more im- 
. portant poſt. You know that that of Fo- 


reign Affairs is vacant; the King is not yet 


inclined to appoint any one: it is not im- 
poſſible that you ey be Bangs of for that 
place, 

Io * 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


To THE 1 DE eee 


PRINCE Louis, Sir, has ſolicited, and ſtil 
ſolicits, through the Prince de Scubiſe, tbe 
fituation of Ambaſſador to the court of Vi- 
enna, The King could not refuſe him. 
But as you were deſtined for that embaſly®, 
J have engaged his Majeſty to give you that 
of Naples, which, to be ſure, is leſs im- 
portant, but equally honourable, He con- 
| ſented with pleaſure, knowing your merit 
and extent of information. I am, Sir, &c. 


* The Baron de Breteuil was a creature of the Duke. de 
_ Choiſeul, and a man of the greateſt merit in the line of ne- 
gociation. But it was apprehended that he would form in- 
trigues, at the Court of the Queen of Hungary, and perſuade 
her to write in preſſing terms in favour of the Duke de Choi- 
| feul. It was eſſential to the Du Barre party to have at the 
Court of Vienna a perſon devoted to their intereſts; and this 
it was which occaſioned the preference to be given to Prince 
Louis, before whoſe eyes, as one may ſay, the partition of 
Poland was made, without his ever knowing a word of the 
matter. When the King, therefore, heard the news, he ex- 
claimed with much chagrin ; “ Ah! had Choiſeul remained 
sat the helm, this would not have happened.” But he ſoon 
_ relapſed into his uſual indolence, and forgot the whole affair, 
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DEAR COUSIN, 


8 


I BELIEVE 1988 are as vo 3 1 
with the character of your auguſt lover, as I 


m. He is too good, too weak, and the ſe- 


verity which he has-ſhewn in puniſhing the 


refractory members of the Parliament, now 


ſeems, in bis opinion, to have been carried 
too far. It is his intereſt not to change, and, 
by an evident conſequence, our own materi- 


ally depends on it; ſince we have declared 
ourſelves too openly againſt thoſe tribunals, 
not to have reaſon to fear every thing from 5 
their re-eſtabliſhment, We muſt, therefore, 


intimidate his Majeſty wherever his weak- 


neſs would: incline him to. lenity, and muſt 
inſpire him with courage, in ſpite of his ti- 
midity. We cannot employ too many en- 


gines for this purpoſe. One at this moment 
preſents itſelf, which we muſt not ſuffer to 


eſcape us. There i is a collection of pictures 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Þ| 
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to be fold, which belonged to the late Baron 
de Thiers: in it is the portrait of Charles the 
Firſt of England, who was beheaded by his 

Parliament: ſecure. it at any price, under . 
pretence that it is a family picture, as the Du 
Barrés are deſcended from the houſe of 
Stuart. You muſt” "hang i it in your apartment 
beſide the portrait of the King. The un- 
fortunate end of the Engliſh Monarch will“ 
forcibly ſtrike his Majeſty; and you may” 
inſinuate to him that, perhaps, the Patlia- 
ment would have attempted ſomething of 
the ſame kind, if I had not ſtrangled the 
wicked plot, before it had acquired that de- 
gree of black and: :deſperate villainy, which, 
otherwiſe, it might have reached. An ap- 
prehenfion of this nature, excited by you, 
my deareſt coufin, will render him inflexible! 
N every meaſure and attempt of our ene 
mies. Burn this er but don't _ its 


contents „ 


N 1 am, with reſpect, &. 
od x 

Þ » Mad, du B. nt follawed the 3 of M. de SOM 
peou. Abſurd and abominable as the imputation was, it in- 
flamed the King for the moment. From the foot of that 
picture were thoſe thunders hurled, which went nigh to cruſn 
the Parliament to duſt, even at the remoteſt corners of the * 
kingdom, 


LETTER 


Pro Coon Do Banzy'. 


Wo IO 1771. 
BEHOLD me returned, my dear ſiſter, 


from my travels ; z and it i is with the utmoſt 
ſatis faction that I ſee you at the higheſt point 
of eleyation, My ſiſter communicated to you 
the letters which I wrote to her for your in- 
ſtruction; and you perceive that you have proſ- 


pered by not deviating from my advice, You 


have got rid of your moſt dangerous enemy: 
the Mig iſters are all devoted to us; the Chan- 
5 cellor, R 


ſon of our own chooſing. Our friend 


D' Aiguillon is perpetually urging us to en- 


gage you to procure this appointment for him 
from the King : he merits it in every reſpect: 
the affair of his proceſs is already forgotten 
by the _ Six months have paſſed away 


ſince 


1 x 
— '— 5 ENS . ]⁰ . ůuvůA . nn" new. 


7 7 * — f A 
£3 

— 8 
2 ? 

4 5 4 

* 

* 1 9 

* 1 f K 

” N *. 

— — —— — OO — ah . — — 
. —— ——. ——̃ ̃ ſ¶ kw: ⁵] ²n]. ] q -!! ]ĩ ⅛rb ˙—o˙!mx p 


\ 
: 
—ů— 
—— — — 


* 
5 
# N - 
" 
1 
* 
—— —— — — a> — — * 
—_— 1 . 
- : — _——_— — cnn — , . 


. 
. hy \ 
Ts ” 
» 4 F 
r p 1 an i WV a 1 — ECO. 
— ͤ œũ— T nU02 . ̃]⁰•ͥ m ̃]⅛dͤ 2! —— — 


de Boynes, the Abbe Terray, the 
Duke de la Vrilliere, and the Prince de Sou- | 
| biſe. But this is not all; there i is ſtill a va- 
cant poſt, which we muſt fill up with a per- 
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| flves that „ fo that there are ng 
longer any obſtacles to his promotion. He 
haas juſt left my houſe, accompanied by the 

Duke de la Vrilliere, and I have promiſed | 

them that the thing ſhould be done. You 
ſee, my dear ſiſter, that we N not loſe 
ſight of this object. 

Vou complained the laſt time to my alter 
(evidently with an intention that ſhe ſhould 
let me know 7 that I draw too often. on. 
the Court-banker. But. the matter muſt. 
have been miſrepreſented to you; for I have, 
as yet, fingered no more than two millions 
three hundred. thouſand livres; 3 and, even 
had 1 drawn for more, who is there that 
could object to it? Not the King, fince no 
perſon will be bold enough to mention it to 
him. Not you, who are indebted to me for 
the fortune you enjoy, and who ſhould be 
the firſt to make a part of it rebound upon 
me. Not the Court-banker, fince, in his 
accounts, my orders are taken as caſh. It 
cannot be the Abbe Terray, who ſtands in 
awe of us, and who would be cruſhed: were 
ou and I to ſay but a ſingle word againſt 
8585 It cannot be our couſin, the Chan- 
cellor, 


1 e 


covurrss v BARRE', N 67 
ecllor, whom we ſupport in his place. No- 
body, then, can caſt the leaſt reproach upon 

us; ſo let us continue to take nth of 
nn, while ſhe favouts us. | 

Iam, moſt d afetionately, Ke. 


5 . 5 8 


| From TAE PRINCEss or . „ 
1 | | w a, . 


You. bände doubt Miidatoy-of .the: ſens 
ible affliction experienced by every member 
of the Royal Family, at ſeeing the Princes 
kept at a diſtance from Court, and lying 
under the diſpleaſure of his Majeſty. "Thoſe 
by whom you are ſurrounded, have per- 
ſuaded you to employ all your intereſt to 
bring about this unhappy event. I had | 
much rather believe, that your taking a part | 10 
in this affair aroſe from your having been 
deceived by the appearance of a preſent ad- 
1 vantage; 
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- vantage; and that you did not foreſce the 


diſaſtrous conſequences which muſt neceſſa 


: rily reſult from it. Things are now come to 


a criſis, at which they cannot long remain. 
What glory would you not acquire, if, will- 


ing to exert your credit to repair the miſ- 


chief you have done, and re-eſtabliſh tran- 


quillity in the kingdom, you would prevail 
upon his Majeſty to recall thoſe illuſtrious 
exiles, whom certain perſons have perſuaded 
him to puniſh, by repreſenting them as re- 


bels to his will, while, in endeavouring to 


ſtem the torrent that overwhelmed the laws, 


they were giving him the moſt ſignal proof 
of their attachment to his true intereſts, If 


the juſtice of ſuch a cauſe be inſufficient to 


engage you to defend it, your own perfonal 
_ Intereſt ſhould determine you to eſpouſe it. 


Conſider, Madam, what would be your fate, 
were we. to loſe his Majeſty. Granting that 


the moſt dreadful cataſtrophe were not to 
await you, could you, without diſmay, refle& 


upon the number and quality of the enemies 
you had made for yourſelf * You have it 


now in your power to change them into ſo 
_— protectors : at will even be an oaſy 


matter 
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tnatter for you to acquire a claim upon theie | 
gratitude, and to conciliate their eſteem, as 

well as mine, by a mode of conduQ, which, 
at all times, cannot fail to 0 _ * 
the en a 


1 fee 


LETTER XI. III. 


Fram M. DE Maurrov. ; 


Jane! if 17 ta 


1 HAVE. agtin. Abend his morning, 
my dear couſin, with the Duke d' Aiguillon, 
relative to the projet of your marrying the 
King. The thing appeared to us nat at all 


precedent in the martiage which took place 


tenon. Circumſtances aſſuredly are more 


favourable to you, than they were to that 


— 5 * had nothing like ſo ſtrong an aſ- 


cendant | 
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cendant over her lover, as yo have over the 


King. Add to this; that Louis XIV. was of 


an exceeding haughty temper, and even rug- 
ged and intracticable: that of his ſucceſſor, 
on the contrary, is eaſy even to timidity, and 


ſtoops readily to ſubjection. But, in order 


to attain this end, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
to perſiſt in deſtroying the Parliament, and 
in keeping the Princes at a diſtance. Should 
they be reſtored to favour, you are ſenſible 


that thoſe hopes which preſent circumſtances 


give you 4 right to indulge, would then be 
nothing more than a vain chimera, It is 
therefore neceſlaty, my fait couſin, that you 
ſecond me with all your power. Be afſured 
that I, on my part, will not remain inactive, | 
and that every effort of your enemies will 
prove ineffectual, as long as we unite ours 
againſt them. Tou muſt now buſy yourſelf 


in good earneſt, to make the Duke d'Aiguil- 


lon Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, ſince in 
that quality he can not only render the other 
powers favourable to us, but likewife forei- 
bly ſolicit at the Court of Rome the ne- 


— diſpenſation. 6, 


4 beo. | 
LETTER 
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(LETT ER, XUV. 


Fro THE Dukk v'At0vILLON, 


% 


van = | . [Jane ve. ni. 


You have. had too . a ſhare in my 
nomination to the department of Foreign 
Affairs, to ſuffer you to doubt a moment of 
my entire gratitude for that favour, and of 
the deſire which I feel to give you proofs of 
it. TI haye already had an interview with 


the Pope's Nuncio, on the ſubject of the diſ- 
err which you wiſh to obtain, and he 


as promiſed to ſerve you in that affair. To 


ſet on foot a negotiation on this point in all 
the forms, it is requiſite that you ſign the 
memorial here annexed *. I will remit it ta 


* Here follows an abridgment of the Memorial: 
c Mad. du Barre repreſents to his Holineſs that, being 


ov little ſkilled in the canonical ordinances, ſhe never knew 
ff till after the ceremony of her marriage with Count Wil- 


4 liam du Barre, that it was forbidden to eſpouſe the brother 
« of a man with whom one has cohabited. She confeſſes, 
de with all the eontrition of a penitent, that ſhe had been 


te ouilty of certain weakneſſes with reſpe& to Count John | 


Le du Barre; ber huſband's brother; that ſhe has been fortu- 
WEE 
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cit vigorouſly for its ſucceſs. 
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the "ID who undertakes to preſent it 


himſelf to the Holy F ather. On my part, | 
I will engage the Cardinal de Bernis to * 


EW. am, tec. 


he nately prevented from entering into an inceſtuous come 
te merce ; and that her conſcience, now enlightened, did not 
r fuffer her to cobabit with her huſband: that the crime, 


4 therefore, has not yet been committed; and that ſhe ſup- 
e. plicates his Holineſs to conſent to her e e mY 


27 ſo ſcandalous an alliance. 


As to the reſt, this project of . the King was Nas 
thing but a lure which the Chancellor, the Duke d'Aiguil- 


Jon, and the Abbe Terray held out to Mad. du Barre, that 
Ihe might intereſi herſelf always in their bebalf, and obtain 
for them whatever they deſired. They knew that the whole 


deſign was a chimæra; but an affair of that importance 221 
not ſuddenly be determined; this was all they looked for. 


— 
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I's AM' too 6 ebäble Madam, of all the marks 
of friendſhip with which you mean to ho- 
nour me, not to teſtify my acknowledgments 

when opportunity preſents itſelf. Here then 
is one, which cannot but be agreeable to 
you. The King granted 300,000 livres, 
life-annuity, to the Count de Clermont 


lately deceaſed. You Tee, then, that conſe- 


quently his Majeſty gains $00,000 livres a 
year at one flap. But, as you have not yet 
begun to think of your own intereſts, it is 
right that your friends ſhould think of them 
for you. I have juſt had a conference with 
the King upon this ſubject, in which I re- 
preſented to him, that your diſintereſted ate. 
tachment to his perſon wholly turned your 
attention to pleaſing him, and to demonſtrat- 


ing your gratitude for the favours with 
which he honoured you; and that I thought 


5 krrrrks or EE 


it became him, i in Jolie, to teward you, by 
giving you a part of the income enjoyed by 
the late Count de Clermont; which might 
be done the more readily, as it would not, in 
any ſort, derange the nee and as the 
people would not ſuffer by it. The King 
thanked. mie for the idea, and has given you 
a third of the income. I feel the higheſt 
pleaſure i in apprizing you of this immediate 
ly, and in reiterating my e Af i 


hes with which, . 


7 
23 
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To TAE Ans TzRRAY. 8 


Aoguſt 5. un : 


Tar "98 3 juſt confirmed to me, my 
dear Abbe, the gift which you notified to 
me this morning. Receive my acknowledg- 
ments for it; and, at the ſame time, the in- 
telligence that, out of the remaining 200,000 

n . 


SE 


WW 


COUNTESS DU BARRE', 75 
livres of the income of the Count de Cler- 


mont, I aſked 50,000 for you, as a return 
for your good ſervices ; and that his Majeſty 
granted them with the very beſt grace ima - 
ginable. This is the mode in which I like 
to revenge myſelf for your proceedings. Be- 
lieve me, that I ſhall ever, white life re- 
mains, preſerve the ſame diſpoſitions towards 


LETTER Xivih. AK 


To M. pz Mavezov. 


| | Agel 7. 1771 | 
I WAS yeſterday with the King. The 
Abbe Terray came in, and returned the 


warmeſt thanks to his Majeſty for the 50,000 


livres a year which had been granted to him, 


at my ſolicitation, out of the 300,000 livres 


a year which the King gains by the death of 
the Count de Clermont, the third of which 
a 


* 
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he had given to me, at he hace of the 
Comptroller General. The King then aſæed 
what he ſhould do with the remaining 
150, ooo. Sire,” ſaid I to him, my 
*« couſin, the Chancellor, is as deſerving of 

« your munificence as the Abbe Terray. 
« You know what important ſervices he has 
rendered you: you have now a fine oppor- 
“ tunity of rewarding him.” * Yes, Sire,” 

cried the Abbe Terray immediately after, 
„ this will be ſome indemnification to him 
4 for the conſiderable ſacrifices he has made 
<« by ſuppreſſing ſeveral places which were 
& lucrative appendages to his own, and by 
e remitting the right of the mark of gold to 
all your new magiſtrates equally.” This 
poor devil of an Abbe is not ſo wicked as 
you imagine. What do you think of this, 
my dear couſin? He is as careful of your in- 
tereſts as of his own: for my part, I am 
; much pleaſed with him for ſo doing *, 

J am, &c. 


* One would think that, inder this, the King had kept, 
at leaſt, the remaining 100, ooo livres. No ſuch thing. 
The Count de la Marche came acroſs him, and would have 
bis ſhare of the booty. He repreſented, that he was the only 
Prings of the Blood who had continued his attachment to the- 


King, 


COUNTESS Du BAE. 27 


8 + 


MONSIEUR Chancellor, in ſpite of all 
the churliſh remonſtrances of the Marquis 

de Montegnard, I have obtained the King's 
grant of the regiment which you deſired for 
your ſon. I am eager to impart the news to 
you, and wiſh that you may feel as much 
pleaſure in erg, as I do in announcing 
„ 


? > 4 


I am, c. 


King, and had is the operations of 60 Chancellor, 


As a recompence for his zeal, he got the remaining 100,000 


livres. T1 
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To M. pz SarTINE, LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL or POLICE. RD 


I CANNOT, sit, forbear expreſſing to you 
my entire diffatisfaction with teſpect to a 
book which has appeared within theſe few 
days, and the copies of which, I am told, 
are not as ſcarce as they ought to be. Vou 
are not ignorant how far this publication, the 
title of which is LE Gaz ETTIE&XR Cvi- 
RASSE', carries its inſolence againſt the King, 
his Miniſters, the whole Court, and myſelf 
in particular. I have no doubt that you 
will proceed, if not in diſcovering the au- 
thor, and puniſhing him with all the rigour 
he deſerves, at leaſt in ſuppreſſing every copy 


of this infamous production. 
Jam, &c. 
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FRO YE box vn 14 vauniens. | 


 ACCEPT,. 3 £ beſeach you, my 
moſt humble apology for the accident which 
happened, to me yeſterday at your houfe % 
Von know that my ſole reaſon for expoling: 

myſelf to the riſk of ſuch a misfortune. Was 
to oppoſe, with the utmoſt vigour and cele- 

rity, the granting of any favours without 
your participation, and even without your 
| knowledge. Be affured, that the chagrin. 
which that unlucky miſchance occaſioned 46 
me, ſhall in no wiſe abate my zeal, and that 
you will ever find me diſpoſed to give you. 
the. . moſt. unequivacal pranks of my. deyation. 
t your welfare. 


# s 181 5 * f 


FE am, Ke. 


7 This aceident was POD Gears by the a an 
indigeſtion, the Duke having hurried to Mad. du B. after a 


copious dinner, to confer with her on the affair above - men- 


tioned, He remained inſenſible for ſome time, and was car- 
W e e e vp 
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LI MANN IA 
FROM THE Duke D'A1GUILLON, 


T WAS much hurt, my dear Counteſs, at 
being refuſed admittance, when I had no 
doubt of your being at home, notwithſtand- 
ing the proteſtations of your Swiſs, I had 
gone to you, in order to conſole you for the 
mortification which you have ſu ffered from the 
Dauphin. Had any thing pleaſant happened 
to you, I ſhould not certainly have been ſo 
ſpeedily informed of it. This diſagreeable 
affair, however, juſtifies but too well what 

I had the honour to intimate to you, when 1 
heard that you had allowed yourſelf to level 
ſome jokes againſt that Prince, who has not 
the character of bein 8 patient *, Any new 


„Mad. du B. had bing * Le far as to jeſt upon tbe 
ſuppoſed impotency of the Dauphin: this was reported to 
bim. In a tranſport of rage, he hurried inftantly to ber 
apartments, where he let her know, in the moſt paſſionate 
manner, that ſhe had no buſineſs to divert berſelf at his ex- 
pence ; and, as the Viſcount du Barre had been talked of 
| for the place of Firſt Equerry to the Dauphin, for which his 
| aunt 


a 


Soest 0% i, as. 
admonitions would be at preſent unſeaſon- 
able, as you are fully ſenſible how reſerved 
you ought to be in your expreſſions. I think 
it uſcleſs for you to attempt any thing to- 
wards an accommodation. Vou would meet 
with an ill reception, and, perhaps, expe· 
rience freſh affronts. Apply yourſelf more 
than ever to hold the King in your chains: 
the favour with which he honours you will 
at er keep your enemies in awe, _ 


1 am, Sc. f 


aunt a4 ſolicited, that Prince ſaid to dies x: Fs Should your. 
nephew get that place, let him not come near me; I will _ 
« give him a kick in the chops. Mad. du B. was ſo vexed | 
at this ſcene, that ſhe ſhut herſelf up for the whole Tm and. | 

would not fee any one. Fs 


ö; ũ 
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LET EE IE: 
To THE DUKE D'AIGULLLON. 88 


I BEGIN to think, my Lord, that you are 
right in inſpiring me with diſtruſt of the 
: Chancellor. I have diſcovered that, not- 
i withſtanding all his proteſtations, he endea- 
5 voured to 9 for his ſon the poſt of Firſt 
| Equerry, though he knew right well that I 

was ſoliciting for the Viſcount du Barre. I 
do not think that the King will accede to 
my requeſt. I will even own to you that, 
after what has paſſed between the Dauphin 
and me, I do not much defire it. I am very 
glad, however, to have had an opportunity of | 
appreciating the good faith of M. de Mau- 
peou. Aſſuredly I will retaliate. A propos, 
I know not who could have given intelli- 

: gence to this Marigny, who is come juſt in - 
| time to traverſe our deſigns, and prevent us. 
from mowing him out?. 


I am, &c. 


* The Marquis de Marigny was Overſeer of the Royak 
Buildings, The Du BarrEs, looking on this place to be a 
. natural 
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Fox THE Abb Tanna, Akt 
(ADA, | 1 405 7 8 . - December 2, 1771. 


| YOU are right i in wiſhing that the place 
of Overſeer of the Buildings ſhould be given 
to your brother. But, to attain that object, 
ve muſt invent grounds of complaint againſt 
the Marquis de Marigay, and here is what 1 
have projected for that purpoſe. 

This department has long been in want of 
funds to proceed with; preſent circum- 
ſtances authorize me to refuſe advancing any 
money, without my ſeeming to do ſo either 

from ill-will, or ill-humour ; conſequently, 


things are in the very worſt condition, which 


8 3 to the family of the King' 5 miſtreſs, had 
been long ſoliciting for it, and, of courſe, blackened the 
Marquis in the King's eyes, in order to procure his diſ- 
miſſion, The latter, informed of theſe ſecret practices, went 

to Court, in order to exculpate himſelf from the faults im- 

puted to him. The King could not then determine on his 
diſgrace. The Abbe Terray, however, while paying court 
to the Du Barres, contrived afterwards a appropriate this 

plas to an 
M 2 cannot 


Ns 
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cannot but diſpleaſe the King. Take advan- 


tage of ſome moment when his Majeſty 


mall aſk for the completion of ſome work, 
which I will take care to retard; I will be 


cloſer than ever, and will not furniſh a ſingle 
ſous to the Marquis de Marigny. You 


muſt then inſinuate to the King, that he 


would do well in conferring that office upon 


me, ſince the proper funds being at my diſ- 
poſal, I ſhall not have the ſame reaſons to 
urge for any neglect, which my predeceſſor 
had, and will build for his Majeſty to his 


heart's content. The Marquis being thus 


diſlodged, 1 will tell the King ſome time | 


after, that my occupations do not allow me 


leiſure to attend to any new functions, and 1 
will be the firſt to propoſe to him to entruſt 


them to Count du Barre . Here, then, i bs 
a method which appears, to me a good one, 
and I adviſe you to purſue N propoſe ww: 


merely with a view of obliging you. 


4 am, Gu &c. 


* This deſign ſucceeded edict; It whe as the caſtle 
of Bellevue that the opportunity preſented itſelf. M. de 
Marigny was ſacrificed, and the Abbe Terray had the place. 
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> -Toe-M, DE SARTINE. 25 
| 6 Fe» 5 December _ 125 


TIE s firſt duty 5 your 3 Sir, i is to FER 
the circulation of libels which reflect upon 
the King s honour. Vour vigilance, how- 
ever, is always in fault upon ſuch important 
occaſions. Here is another vile Ode *, which, 
J am told, has made its way through all 
Paris, and a copy of which has been ſent to 
me. Find out the author, puniſh him, and 
prevent the Ode from ſpreading further; 
otherwiſe, I ſhall be obliged to ſhew it to his 
Majeſty, and engage him to put in your place 
a more loyal and vigilant ſubject. 


* The chief object of this Ode was the revolution which 


had lately happened; but, in one or two ſtanzas, the King's 


paſſion for Mad, du B. was treated with the higheſt contempt. 
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To THE DUKE p' AIGUILLON. | 


* Cie VVV 1772. 


Look at my huſband, my dear Duke: he 
is now at Paris, in order to contradict the 
report of his death, which had been mali- 
ciouſſy propagated. Adviſe him, 1 beſeech 
you, to be very decent, and very reſerved, for 
the ſhort time that he ſhall remain in the 
capital. You may mention to him, like- 
wiſe, that, on the leaſt complaint that is 
made againſt him, he ſhall be baniſhed: that 
moment for the reſt of his life, I am er 
moſt cordially, my dear Sy Ke: . 
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LETTER IVI. 
10 THE Doxx D'AIGUILLON. 


IE HAVE no doubt, my dear Duke, that the 
Chancellor is a ſcoundrel. He had all along 
given-me hopes that Billard ſhould have a 

pardon, which I had ſolicited, not to oblige 
that ſad wreteh, but on account of his poor 
uncle *, who would be difgraced by the pu- 
niſhment of the nephew. He has laboured 
to render the King inexorable to my prayers. 
He is a man of whom we muſt poſitively get 
rid. L enter cheerfully into your meaſures, 
and will do what you adviſe me in this 
matter. I am, my dear Duke, your friend 
ever We 


{2+ Þ 


*M, Villar, du Monceau, her godfather : : 
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LETTER . 


FROM Couxr WILLIAM DU BARRE'. 


MOST RESPECTABLE $POUSE, | | 


I HAVE ben ſuch an aſs as to loſe, the 
day before yeſterday, a thouſand louis- d'ors 
at the Marquis de Chabrillant? 8. I have been 
at my brother's to aſk him for ſome money : : 
but he had the impertinence to bid me go 
to the devil, and ſaid, that I ought to be con- 
tented with my penſion, adding, that he had 
debts enough of his own to pay, without 
taking mine upon him. I muſt confeſs that 
this is very ſhabby upon his part. You 
know that play-debts are debts of honour : 
ſo, I beſeech you to let me have the ſum TI 
want, or I ſhall never again be able to ſhew 
my face. I will never apply to my brother 
any more in my neceſſities ; he has no regard 
for me, and throws as much money as he 
pleaſes out of the windows. As a proof of 
this, he is juſt come from being ſponſor _ 
along with Mad. de Murat, to a child of 
Mademoiſelle 


| coviiress pu An. 88 
Mademoiſelle Beauvoiſin®. This ſingle buſi- 
neſs, which would not have coſt me more 5 
than ten louis, coſts him morè than a thou- 1 3 
ſand, which he might much better have | 
given to me. I promiſe you that I will 
never play ſo high again ; ; I will, on the 
contrary, endeayour to win, that I need not 
importune you any more. I have the honout 
to be, moſt completely, FIGHT 8 IP | 
5 Reſpectable Spouſe, | > 

Yours. _ 


»The inſslence of Mad; du Barre's. brother-in-law was 
no at its higheſt pitch. He kept a girl who had taken the 
name of De Murat. He married her to a Chevalier de 
St. Louis, who, by a ſingular circumſtance; bore that very 
name, and to whom he allowed a penſion of two thouſand 
crowns, for the maintenance of his miſtreſs; whom he digni- 
fied, over and above, with the title of Marchioneſs. Soon 
after this affair, he was ſo indecorous as to ſtand ſponſor with 
his miſtreſs to the child of a famous courtezan, named Beau- 
voifin. The baptiſmal ceremony was performed at Mont- 
martre, near Paris, with the utmoſt pomp and grandeur, 
There was a train of twelve coaches, and as the pariſh church 
is fituated in the moſt elevated ſpot, the curate had the com- 
plaiſance to come down to a little chapel, where the cere- 
mony was performed. The preſents, the ſweetmeats, &c. - 
coſt Count du B. 25,600 livres, who beſides ſettled a ma 
of 4200 livres on the little baſtard, bis godſon. 
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LETTER Lv. 


To Count WitLtAn DU Bans = $ 


I SEND you the thouſand Jouis, for your. 
play-debt, and as much, more. to keep y 
from the gaming-table, that you may no 
longer be a diſgrace to me. I know that 
your behaviour at Paris is in the higheſt de- 
gree contemptible, and that every one loudly 
wiſhes you at the devil. If you ſtay there 
longer than eight days—take care of dene 


ſelf. 
E UC 
From THE Ange! TEeRRAY. Ie : 
MADAM, : 


NoTHING could be more flattering to me 
than your honouring me yeſterday with your 
company to dinner. But Mad. Damerval is 
enchanted 


cobnTkss ov Banks. 9 


enchanted With the practons reception Which 
you gave her“. i earneſtly defires that 
you will grant het 4 place in your friendſhip, 
and permiſſion to pay her reſpects to you 
Frequently. Yhe Has no other object than to 
contribute to your amufement; but, between 
vurlelves, 1 will venture to tell you, that he 
might turn out very uſeful to you. The 
King's age, and the immoderäte gratifications 
which for this long time he has been accuſ- 
tomed to, make variety in a manner neceſſary 
to him. Your chars, your attractions can- 
not for ever fix the heart of 4 lover who is 
naturally inconiſtant, and hackneyed i in the | 
ways of pleaſure. If, by any other channel 


than yourſelf, he ſhould meet with ſome one 1 


young and amiable, his roving heart might 
reſt there for ſottie time, and advantage might 
be taken of that moment to abuſe his weak- 
oo and alienate bim from vou. Tou 


8 e Dase bal is a 6170 Agde ot dhe Abbe Terray. | 
He married her, at the age of twelve, to theSieur Damerval, 
4 brother of Mad. de la Garde, his ſecond miſtreſs, ati old 
man, without fortune, incapable of profiting by the intereſt 
of his father-in-law, fooliſh, awkward, clownilh, TOR; ; in 3 
we a kind of Ogre. ; 
wou thi Fairy Tales, | 1 
Ni know 
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2 


know that, lately, the Princeſs de 3 


F made an impreſſion on him 7. 1 would ad- 
8 viſe you, then, As a friend, to h aye near you 


ſome young companion, Who might now 
and then excite and ſatisfy, the deſires of the 
Monarch, He would not, on that account, 


be the leſs attached to you, ſince he would be | 


indebted to you for the pleaſure which you 
had procured him; and you will ſtill pre- 


ſerve your influence, by thus accommodating 


yourſelf, as did the Marchianeſs de Pompa- 


dour, to the changeable taſte of his Majeſty. 


The little Damerval would be juſt the thing 
for this experiment; you could not find a 


better: ſhe is a child who has neither wit 


nor talents to pleaſe the King for any length 
of time, and you could cafily provide another 


to ſucceed her, ſhould it be neceſſary +. This 


* The King had ſeveral times ſpoken tenderly to the 
Princeſs de Lamballe, and affected one day to exalt her 
charms above thoſe of Mad. du B. who reproached him there- 
upon, and complained of the reports which he ſuffered to be 
ſpread, reſpecting his deſign of eſpouſing that Princeſs. The 
King piqued at the reproach, ſaid peeviſhly ; “ Madam, 1 
might do much worie.”” Mad. du B. cried and roared, ang 
the Kiog quitted the room. 


+ The object of the Abbe T. was to make Mad. bl | 


the King 8 miſtreſs, and Ln Mad. du Barre, As he 
could 


copuxrss du BARRR= + 


air. Should. you adopt it, it may prove very 


advantageous, to you; it is merely with that 


view that I impart it to you. You can no 
longer doubt of the ee eee 
with which I am, Kc. 55 * 
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MADAM, STEER n 15 May 7. 7772. 


I HAVE been juſt informed that there is 


a lettre de cacbet againſt me, to ſhut me up 
on account of the order for 66,000 livres 


which you lately ſigned. Madam, 1 intreat 
you not to ruin me. You know that T have 
done you no wrong. You owed me, ori- 
ginally, 60,000 livres; which, added to the 


could not preſent his baſtard himſelf, he, by a dextrous re- 


| finement in policy, wiſhed the Counteſs to act as bawd. But 
his project fell to the ground, and the RG ſtill e the 
ſame attachment for his Favourite. 

6000 


poſal, however, is a mere matter in the 


ers rn tte; 


1 
. 

: 
24 
4 
i 

{ 

| 
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6000 livres for your laſt purchaſe, ike we 
66,000 livres mentioned in the order. As 1 
had the honour to tell you that T was in ex- 
treme want of money, you deſired me to 
draw the order, which you had the com- 
plaiſance to ſign. It is true, you thought 
you were figning only a draft for 6000 


livres, and I was wrong in not letting you 


know that I had added thereto the 60,000 
lirres of our former account; but I am not 
therefore criminal. I imagined, on the con- 
trary, that I was doing you a piece of ſer- 
vice; ſince, without your perceiving it, I 
was releaſing you from a debt which would 
otherwiſe have been a perpetual incumbrance 
to you, I truſt, then, to your goodneſs, | 
that, if there be really a warrant againſt me, 
you will order it to be ſuppreſſed. I ſhall 
never ceaſe to pray the Heavens for the pre- 
ſervation of your precious life; and am, Ma- 


dam, with the moſt profound reſped, 


Yours, &c. 1 85 


MicnakL OuIIr. 
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LETTER IXI. 


To Wen e. 


May 8, 1772. 


N my por Oulif, you. need not be in 
the leaſt, uneaſy. S0 far from there being 
any notion of ſhutting you up, I have, an. 
the contrary, acquainted. the King with your 
waggery, which very much diyerted. him. 
So you may ſet. your heart at reſt. . | 


„Mad. du B. had learnt this circumſtance from M. Beaujon, 
the Court- banker, upon whom the order fon the 66;000- 
livres had beenidrawn, and who anſweredd it. This gentle 
man had obſerved to Mad. du B. that her orders became very 
frequent; and as ſhe conſidered the laſt as only for 6000 
livres, ſhe called it a beggarly trifle. But the Chief Pinaneier 
inſiſted that 66,000 livres were no ſuch $agatelle, Au expla- 


nation enſued, Mad. du Barre laughed bana: and related 
the trick to his Majeſty, 1 entertain him. 
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To THE Sizun MonTvALLIER, HER 
AGENT. 


Go, sir, to Le Pot, the Notary: The 
ſaucy fellow, the day he came to my apart- 
ment to make me ſign a contract, ſaw the 
Nuncio, and that poor Cardinal de la Roche 
Aymond, who, as I was getting out of bed, 
each preſented me with a flipper. It is re- 
ported that he makes merry upon this cir- 
cumſtance, at Paris. Tell him, that if I 


hear of any more of theſe doings, I ſhall 


know how to filence him, and puniſh. bim 
as he deſerves. 

How goes en my ſeparation? Seo this 
Abbe Terray upon this ſubject, and the ſo- 


 licitor he has appointed m= . Get the af- 
fair finiſhed as ſoon as poſſible. 


I am your's entirely, &c. 

25 The ground on which they reſted this /eparation was Cco- 
mic. We know that, in ſuch caſes, it muſt be proved that 
the huſband has mal- treated his wife; but as here there was 
| | : no 
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Your a is e ' You may 
now make as many purchaſes as you pleaſe, 
in your own name, Without running any riſk 

whatever. The Marquiſate of Genlis, in 
Picardie, is to be fold; it is a magnificent 

domain, and I adviſe you to think of Its, 
If you chooſe, * will 80 and take a ſurvey 
of the "Place, and bring vou 4 faithful ac 
count of it. You have at preſent no money, 
but here follows an expedient to procure 
ſome:. Requeſt the King to pay you the va- 
lue of the 100,000. livres life-annuity which 
vou haye upon the city : that will be a mil- 
lion for Ju. at once. If, after that, 12 75 


no room for ſuch an allegation, it was beten to reſort to 
another grierance. Count William da B. was directed to 


call the Counteſs a woman of impure character i in the preſence 
of ſeveral perſons. Theſe Ln the, fat, 925 that N, 


for the ſeparation, + A 
, | 0 : v - | i& U 4 
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| ſhould not like the purchaſe,” RY to the 
full as cligible, will offer. I will go to- 
morrow to receive your commands. I am, 

Madam, with profound reſpect, ; cke. 


FROM THE ABBE' TERRAY. 
TRE King, Madam, having acquaitited me 
with his intentions, I have given the ne- 
ceſſary orders to the Sieur Certain, who pays 
you your annuity on the City, for the pay- 
ment of its full value. It was even requi- 
ſite to oblige him to do it, and that it ſhould 
be entered upon the regiſter, to operate as 
his diſcharge: by this method your agent 
may receive your million this very day. But 
as you know how defirous I am of being uſe- 
ful to you on every occaſion, I am going to 
arrange things in ſuch a manner, that, not- 
withſtanding this payment, you ſhall ſtill 
keep your 100,000 livres of annuity. You 
need 


cb, Et nu n ARRx- 5 - 
need entertain no doubt as to the ſucceſs of 


this meaſure, no more than of the entire de- 
votion with which I have the honour to be, 
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We a dall ſos: hereafter: an -parchafing . 
ſome domain: what 1 have much more at 
heart at preſent, is the completion and em- 
belliſhment of my pavilion at Lucienne. 
Go about amongſt the painters, the ſtatua- 
ries, in ſhort, all the workmen who ſhould 
be employed to furniſh and adorn it. Hurry 
them to put the laſt hand to it, and make 
Le Doux ſettle their accounts, to whom you 
are to give 100,000 livres, the price agreed 8 

on for his trouble. Good day. 


„ 0% . LETTER 


* 
* * 

* * — * 4 x + * 
1 8 1 : ; Fr > Wn x 3 5 ot gh i * FFT 8 
42 £1.42 WADE Su. 3 NEE EIA S1 | 18 TTC 
2 2 : * J k ; +3 *"5 N 3, #4 Po 2 5 4 * * 6 Bo on : os Eb 
. HEY. £8 + þ ww 1 7 s BY SS +7+3 244 4 

2 8 o 1 — * * 8 - * 

Th * * 1 * 
* * * . * $ L Py IF 
: FAA <5 444 5 — 5 „ 3 by 
” 

8 


- 


To 3 WirLiam DU Oe 


You are N intolerable wich” your continual 
demands. However, to get rid of your im- 
portunities, the King s willing to grant you 
60, ooo livres a year in the Duchy of Roque- 
laure, on codtion that you do not ſtir out 
of that country, that you never more ſet foot 
in Paris, and, in fine, that we. may never 
again hear you mentioned, The Abbé Ter- 
ray will of courſe. make out the pep pes Wa 
rant for this gratification, % tro 
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FroM . 3 ABER“ TRAA 
wh's FEES \ABBE' , TERRAY, 


MADAN, * 


IN RO Une Powder Contra, Le 


ſecured.: a perquilite of 399,000. livres. This | 


1 % 


1 deſtine for you. My r reaſon for not ſend- _ 
ing it to you inſtantly, i is, that 1 wiſhed to be 
myſelf the bearer of the money, which you 
ſhall have in hard Bold. T ary told that the 
Farmers conſider. this perquißte as an exac- 
tion, and that the Chancellor, to whom they 
have applied, is to carry their complaints to 
the King, if he has not done ſo Already, 
Should his Majeſty mention it to you, 1 pre- 
ſume to hope, Madam, that you Will endea- 
vour to bring x me off. He will ſee on this 
occalion, that I negle& no opportunity of 
making his favours fall upon you, without 
putting the ſtate to any expence whatſoever. 
I am, Madam, ever with the fame reſpeRtyl 


ſentiments, &c. . 


— * 
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BTT ER ix. 


To rar Abb TrknAY. 


3 I% 


You are right, Sir, in fuſpeRing that the 
Chancellor wiſhed to injure you in the opiniqn 
of his Majeſty. He has had che inſolence 

to aſſert that you meant to appropriate the 

perquiſite of the Powder Contract to your- 
ſelf. Between ourſelyes, this may very well 

be the caſe; for what he advances, agrees X- 

actly with what I have already heard from 

perſons well informed of theſe matters. Be 
it as it may, your behaviour is too gallant to 
ſuffer me to examine theſe affairs minutely. 

T have therefore acted as your friend; for, 

when his Majeſty came to me to ſignify his 
diſpleaſure, I burſt out into a fit of laughter, 

and told him that every thing ſaid to your 

Z diſpraiſe, was downright calumny and ma- 
levolence. As a proof of this, I ſhewed | 

him your letter, and by that ſtroke made him 
confeſs that you were a .canm abounding in 

s reſources. 


COUNTE $$0DU” BARRE. 10g 


reſources.” So; that you have not, in the : 
leaſt, loſt- his: 8 W io : believe 
me erer, ire ts 


| You rs, be. 
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3 To CounT Du BARRE. 


I MUST tell you, Sir, that, = you Jie had 
it in your power to give me advice, it is now 
your turn to receive advice from me. You 
give yourſelf airs which do not at all become 
you. Every ſoul at Paris murmurs againſt 
you, and I am neceſſitated to confeſs. that 


there is reaſon for it. In the firſt place, you 


boaſt publicly of being already at your fifth 
million, ſince I came to live at Court. Se- 
condly, you have been ſo ſilly as to AY | 
your miſtreſs to a Chevalier de St. Louis, in 
order to give her a name; and ſhe ſtill re- 
mains what ſhe was, in the ſight and to the 
knowledge of the 7 in general, before 
which 
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which! you make an open parade. of her: 
Thirdly, you have made à terrible uproar at 
the meeting of the Farmers-General, in 
order to obtain a directorſhip for one of your. 
creatures; and the Farmers have complained 
to me, not only of this proceeding, but like- 
wiſe of what you have ſo loudly boaſted at 
Paris x. I adviſe you, then, in order to 
ſtifle theſe diſagreeable reports, to go and 
paſs a few months at the Marquiſate of 
L'Ifle, which 1 procured for you from his 
Majeſty. Learn there to tutn your tongue 
ſeven times within your mouth, before you 
attempt to ſpeak. Lou may give out, for 
the pretext of this journey, that you are 
going to look at that eſtate, which well de- 
ſerves your conſideration, fince it is worth, 
.above 100,000 livres, as 1 am aſſured. In n 


* The Count had been at a meeting, ta falici 10 bis 
friend, the Sieur Deſaint, the Direction of Paris, vacant at 
that time. It was too late: the place was given away, and 
che new Director inſtalled. An altercation enſued, and the 
Count aſked inſolently if they did not know that it Was he 
who had given a miſtreſs to the King, made the Duke 
&'Aiguillon Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, M. de Boynes 
Miniſter of the Marine, ſupported the Chancellor, the Comp- 
troller- General, &c.; adding, that it became them to take 
care, and not put him out of humour, 17 5 
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due time you may return. 1 hope that your 
raſh conduct will then be forgotten. Re- 
flect that 1 give you this counſel as a friend, : 
and to prevent the King from making uſe of 
his authority to ſend you away, on hearing 
of what you have done. I am ever, with 
the ſame attachment, &c. 


LETTER IN. 


To TRE AB BE“ TERRA T. 


IT is now, Sir, almoſt a year fince you took 
_ poſſeſſion of the poſt of Overſeer of the 
Buildings, and it does not appear that you 
have any thoughts of fulfilling the terms of 
the agreement that we made, before I pre- 
vailed upon the King to give it to you. My 
behayiour to you hitherto does not ſeem to 
me to merit that you ſhould play a trick to 
deceive me. I am unwilling to believe you 
capable of it, and you will oblige me- by 
ſtating, as ſoon as poſſible, what opinion 1 

P . 
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ought to entertain of your ſincerity. 1 will 


own, Sir, likewiſe, that the more fidelity I 
obſerve in my own mode of acting, the leſs 
am I inclined to endure the failure of i it in 
the conduet of others towards myſelf. 


LETTER IXXI. 
FROM THE AB BE“ TERRAY. 
MADAM, 


I SHALL never give you occaſion to doubt 


my fidelity. You know that I have always 


zealouſly availed myſelf of every opportunity 


of giving you the moſt unequivocal proofs 
of my attachment. I will never belie myſelf 


at any time. Ybu are well acquainted, 
Madam, with the neglected condition of all 
the Royal Buildings when the King ap- 
pointed me Overſeer. Now, I imagined that 
I ſhould make a more agreeable and com- 
plete preſent to him for whom you deſtine 

that 
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that place, in not ſurrendering it to him 
until every thing was reſtored to the. beſt 
condition poſſible. Be "aſſured that this was 
the only conſideration which occaſioned the 
delay, a delay which ſhall not exiſt long. 

Permit me, however, Madam, to recal to 
your recollection, I will not ſay your pro- 

miſes, but the hopes which you taught me 

to indulge with reſpe& to the place of M. de 
Maupeou. You have long had cauſe; to 
complain of him; you are as much-intereſted 
as I am in his ruin, and if it is eaſy for you 
to accelerate it, it is no leſs eaſy for you to 
determine his Majeſty to caſt his eyes on me 
for the ſucceſſor. Be aſſured that my 

cannot put any perſon. in that poſt w 
would be more er in ur — FN 
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As. an ee courtier, my arc _ 
frequently pay your reſpects to me in a man- 


ner bordering upon meanneſs. As an in- 


triguing politician, you endeavour to rob me 
of the King's affection, in applauding to him 
the charms of a Madame Pater, who. might, 
they ſay, have been paſſable twelve or fifteen 
years ago*; and the ſcandalous chronicle. 
adds, that, as gentleman of the bed-cham- 

ber, vou not only preſented her to his Ma- | 
jeſty, but even held the Gouge. I compli- 
ment yon upon it; but you have not got all 
the qualifications of a true friend to your 


Prince; you are not ſufficiently adroit to 


conceal your game, and the proof of it is, 


that I, who ſhould have been the laſt to hear 


This Mad. Pater was a Dutch woman, who ten years 


before had made ſome noiſe at Paris. She aſſumed in 1972 
fit is not known for what reaſon) the title of Baroneſs de 
Neukerque. The anecdote above mentioned is perfectix 


true, but the Oy miſcarried, 


ef it, know the whole of this plot before. it 
comes to be unravelled.. I know, likewiſe, 
that my dear Duke de Choiſeul directs from 
Chanteloup the whole of your proceeding, 
and that he hopes. to enjoy the benefit of it, 
a3. you certainly will have the ſhame. Go 


on, my Lord, let yqur talents ſhine, but take 5 


care to he more myſterious. From this daß 
forth I deſire that I may never ſee you within 
wy doors. I am, moreover, were; Mi. 
w__ nee WY: win „ 
| Yours, *. ot 
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I AM, Madame Conftata, }tha: beanler. as 
Paris, You may eaſily recollect me; ſor at the 
time when you lived with Lamet, my pooe 
dear goſſiꝑ. I had you regularly every mon- 
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| 3 ing at my Souls} and wh PIER often 


ſallad together. But now that you are d 
fine as a ſhrine, you have, perhaps,” forgot 


your old friend. But, mind, I. joke about all 


that. Be that as it may, if I write to you; 


| it is not to alk” you for any favours, becauſe 


1 do not defire any, but to recommend your 
"Your aunt, Madame 


poor family to you. 
Cantini, who is a brave woman (you 'may be 


proud of her), is more miſerable than the 


ſtones. Before you were 4 great lady; the 


lived by her trade of retailing wares for the 


toilet, and earned bread by it for herſelf and 


her children; but ſince you are become a 


widow, or whatever you are, you underſtand 
me, you have forbid her to ſay ſhe was your 


aunt, and to follow her buſineſs, promiſing 


her a penſiof of 600 livres, of which, how- 


ever, ſhe receives but half, becauſe they ſay 
that that there thing goes through the hands 


of my Lord the Abbe Terray. And how 
would you have her live upon that, and 
breed up her children, who have no more 
education than a dog, and are running about 


_ you aſhamed.” And do you know: what 
| comes 
8 


ſtark - naked. In God's truth, this ought to 


\ 


c> 


EM 


COUNTESS DU ,BARRE. It 


comes of all this poverty? Poor Auguſtus, 
who is now.] ſeventeen z well; he, with ano- 
her little devil, as roguiſh as himſelf, 
whipped a fowl off the counter at a cook's © 
ſhop. He was brought before the Com- 


miſſary, and only it was told that he was your 
couſin- german, they would have ſent him to 


priſon, and then afterwards the poor dear 
fellow would have been whipped, and burnt 
in the hand *. Is not this a fine beginning; 
while you, who are as rich as a Jew, do not 
vouchſafe even to look upon your neareſt 


28 3 . „ 8 8 . . 
relations with an eye of commemoration. 


Fie ! this is bad. Take care, the wrath of 
God will fall upon you, and ſome 'tumble- 
down buſineſs will happen to you. Mind, 
that what I ſay to you is for your good; if 


you don't do it, ſo much the worſe; if you 


do, ſo much the better. As for me, who 
have a heart that will bring me to the 


85 Mad. Ju: B. 8 ve that this calle wi 30 
ſome new pranks, gave orders, ſome days after, that he ſhould 
be taketi up, and ſent to St. Lazare, from which placehe was 
let away only becauſe his penfion was not paid, and by the 
interference of his godfather, who had ſome influence. This 
latter perſon made the Du Barrẽs bluſh ſo much at the ad- 
On that the young! man was at laſt ſent to the Indies. 


gallows, 
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gallows, J cannot contain any lers and 
1 tell you all chis with tears in my eyes, 
and am, with conſideration, Madam Couns 
bath, your my humble ſervant, E ade, 
Cons iur. 


LET TER LXXIV. 
. THE . DAIGUILLON. 


- You now aQually, my dear Donntns ts | 
at your feet the King, the Princes of the 
'Blood, the Miniſters, in ſhort, the whole 
Court. In order to maintain ſo ſplendid a 
a ſituation, you muſt ſcriouſly ſet about diſ- 
placing M. Maupeou. Proud of his a- 
ſcendant over the Count de la Marche, and 
equally over the Prince de Conde “, he hopes 
to become Firſt Miniſter, and thinks that 

every thing muſt bend before him. It is 
The P. of Conde was returned to Court, ang had made 
his peace with the King, throagh the mediation of the Count 


de la Marche; ; and the D. of Orleans by the P. d' Aiguillon. 
| abſolutely _ 


i 
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abſolutely neceſſary to prevent his deſigns; — 
and I fee no other way of doing i, but by > 
ruining him, like the Duke de Choiſeul. 1 
Could this, my dear Counteſs, 'be brought 
about by your aſſiſtance, all the Princes of 
the Blood and the whole kingdom would 
love you: the Parliament, which would = 
then be recalled, and whith would be in 
debted to you for its: reſtoration, would be | 
devoted to your intereſts £ in fine, you would 1 
be loaded with applauſe and glory . This 
was the ſubject of a converſation which I had 3 
this morning with the Duke of Orleans, the 
Duke de Chartres, and the Prince of Conti, 
If then, you will prevail on the King, ſome 
day or other, to fign a warrant for the ba- 
niſhment of the Chancellor, you will ſee, 
the next morning, all the Princes come to 
thank you. I am, with the ſentiments 
which you already know I poſſeſs, and which 
I have vowed to preſerve GT. ans 8 
dear Counteſs, | VE 


. 
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It may Aer enen Unt he Dube? AlgaiiNG We | 
defire and ſolicit for the return of the Parliament, which he 
: knew had been inclined to treat him with che utmoſt figur, 
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I No longer love, my dis Duke, the 
Chancellor, whom you hate. But all this 
policy, and all theſe plots, do not pleaſe me. 
I wiſh-the diſmiſſion of M. de Maupeou 
could be obtained without my interference. 
The reafon is plain. The King does not 
like that I ſhould mention him. Whenever 
J do, he immediately becomes grave and 
melancholy: now, it is my intereſt not to 
diſguſt him, but to ſeek, on the contrary, 
every means to relieve him from his embar- 
raſſment, However, Ido not fay that I will 
not act at all: I wiſh ve: to preſent. 


before the papers Ma to his N were WIPES "Ws 
| the King. But the wonder will ceaſe, 'when we come to 

know that M. d'Ormeſſon, Preſident 2 mortier, had promiſed 
the Duke, in the name of the whole body, by means of the 
D. of Orleans, that, ſhould the Parliament be reſtored * 
his influence, they would bring on his proceſs again, and 
make him as white as ſnow, by nn him of the mal- 
verfations of which he had been accuſed. 


itſelf ” 
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Inrſelf without my looking for it; I ſhould 


then take advantage of it, You may ac- 
quaint the Duke of Orleans with my ſenti- 


ments. Iam wholly your's, my dear Duke. 


1 4 be 
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paſſed yeſterday between the King, yourſelf, 
and me. | Obſerve the utmoſt diſcretion, 


aud do not abuſe the favour: which I have 


procured you. We have both rewarded 
you, and I hope it will not be for the laſt 
time, I will try to obtain you. anothet in- 


terview, which will not diſpleaſe you. A- 
dieu, my pretty Raucoux; continue to be 


wiſe; it is the way to gain eſteem, and ſe- 
cure ſucceſs. NOW! may. baer. dee mY 
friendſhip. ' | 


; ob es my. 4 1 whe 
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| MADAM, 


—— . Fs ö 


1 HAVE learnt, with proper ng that at- 
tempts have been made to hurt me in your 
opinion, by deſcribigg me as out of humour 
with reſpect to the diamond hook which 1 
had ordered to be made, and which ſeemed 
to give you pleaſure, ſince you have kept it. 
Far from having expreſſed the leaſt vexation 
at this circumſtance, IJ was ſorty that Thad 
not foreſeen that the bauble might ſtrike 
| your fancy *, 1 ſhould- have experienced as 
much ſatisfaction in preventing your wiſhes 
on this occaſion, as 1 ſhall at all times have 
in proving: how much I deſire to my the” 
pres of your approbation.. |! | 
1 am, with the moſt: profound reſp 4. 0 


. The Sion "way in Vringing hows the diamonds to Mad. 
du B. was way-laid by order of the Dauphineſs, who:deſfired 
to ſee them, praiſed them very highly, put them on herſelf, . 
and declared that ſhe would keep them. She afterwards, IÞ+ 
peared at Court with them, and told _ King the trick he 


had played on Mad, 4 Barre, +» 
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| My dear Counteſs, "IR have boon is 
more ſtanzas on the King, in which they 

have given the public to underſtand 'that I 
have had the happineſs ta be in your good 
graces. I am at a loſs to conceive how our 
connection came to be ſuſpected. Have you 
Your . been ſufficiently circumſpect, an 
are u ſuce of our eonſidente? You. know 
the lea glance before the Courtiers i is a fort 
of proof; and beſides, you are well aware 
: of the intereſt. that. we both have in keep- 
ing this | grand | ſeeret. I wiſh, rather to be- 
lieve that it is only: a ſuſpicion invented by 
maleyolence z, but nothing i is more import- 
ant than to prevent thoſe verſes from coming 
to the knowledge of the King. M. de la 
Vrilliere has juſt ſent two. phy a to priſon, 
upon. whom were found ſome copies; and 
be has given the the ſtricteſt” orders t to M. de 
5 ” | | Sartine 
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Sartine to prohibit the circulation of any 
more m—_— at Paris. SRL wy dear . 


LETTER LXXIX.. 
To ur 10nb, e Fe: 2 mere tk ee | 9 
1 SPORE gehend to the Kn with re⸗ 
| yard to the poſt of Grand Admiral, which 
you deſire. I faid the fineſt things in the 
world to him, in order to render him propi- 
tious. His Majeſty aſked me if you had the 
_ conſent of the Duke de Penthievre. I an- 
ſwered, that J believed ſo. He aſked that 
Prince about it yeſterday, who, as you had 
not ſaid a word to him on the ſubject, ap- 
peared very much ſurpriſed at the ſtep which 
you have made me take. The King even 
went ſo far as to reproach me: my excuſe 
was, that 1 knew nothing of the matter, 
=O 5 and 


| and that I had merely acquitted, myſelf of 


om miſſion. See, therefore, and range 


your batteries better for the future. 2 4 
| hs to Gros, NS", I beſeech you. 
| Jam, &c. 


| 4+ BET ER LXXX. 
To THE Dvxz bY AtouiLLON, 


| 1 night, my dear Duke, I went to bed 
in high ſpirits, from the bope of informing 
you this morning of the diſgrace of the Mar- 
quis de Monteynard f. The King had at 


length given way to my entreaties, and ſign- 


ed the lettre de cachet which I preſented to 
bim, after g brought him to the point 


8 Fat Daddy.—A name which. ſhe had 4 given the Duke * 
Orleans. 


+M. de 0 bavieg: orgies to \ the Abts ese 


| for money for his Department, the latter dryly anſwered: that 
be had not any. Upon which the Matquis replied harſhly, 


. 8 5 


that he was ſurpriſed he had no money for the King's ſervice, : 


while ſo much was * upon whores and pimp. 
8 | ' TIwithed 
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wi bed for. His no cturbel reflections bave 
overturned my whole project, and the firſt 


thing he did when he roſe; Was to revoke 


what he had ſigned. This event will ſerve 
as a leſſon to me. If I am ever again fo 


lucky as to meet ſuch another opportunity, 


I ſhall take care to have the lettres de cachet 


carried immediately to the perſons for whom 


they are intended, and thus render it an im- 


_ poſſibility for the King to alter what he has 
done. I am quite vexed at having miſſed my 


blow, for that man is more hateful to me 


than ever, after what he ſaid to the Abbé 


Terray, the refuſal which I received from 


him, and his — with the _ 


W . 
TD 1 DE be. 


255 She had aſked bim for the Regiment of Branfretonr 
Dragoons, for the Sieur Dangers d' Oreay. nephew to the 
Fiarmer- general of that name. The Marquis refuſed to give 
it to that upſtart, and granted it to the Prince de Lambeſc. 
lt may perhaps apperr ſarprifiog, that the Marq. de Mon- 
teynard, the moſt honeſt of the whole Miniſtry, ſhou!d have 
connected himſelf ſo cloſely with the ChanceHor. But, when 
he was aſked the reaſon, he made anſwer, that, in-marcers 
which he did not underſtand, he always fided with thut Mi- 


niſter, to whoſe department the affairs in ee e pre 5 


een in 8 the ſyſtem of Cardinal Fleur. 
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IF I have not had, my dear Duke; the fatis- 
faction of expelling at once the Marquis de 
Monteynard, the King, to keep me from 
being out of humour with him for his weak- 
| neſs on this occaſion, has juſt granted me the 


favour which you counſelled me to aſk for. 


FT. mentioned to him the enormous. contribu- 
tions levied by Mad. de Longeac®, and the 
perſons, for whom ſhe obtained favours. His 


„ 4 


Majeſty, ſhewed much indignation, and pro- 


miſed me that he would recommend to her 


certain perſons as proper to compoſe the 
houſehold of the Count d' Artois. It will 


coſt thoſe nothing who ſhall be placed there, 


but we ſhall have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 


none amongſt them but ſuch as are devoted 
to our intereſts. The Chevalier du Barre 


' ſhall be Captain of the hundred Swiſs guards. 

As to the other poſts, ſee you, my dear 

Duke, what pegſons you can rely on: I will 
* Miſtreſs of the Duke de la Vrilliere, 


- . „ 
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not 1 any to the King, except ſuch as 
you and I ſhall agree on. I ſhall not fee 
you to-day: the King gots to Hunt, and I © 
mean to ſpend part of the day at the convent . 
of St. Elizabeth. Adieu, my dear, you 
know how much I love you. 


i 


. Mad. ts Barr went HOVER, to fee her mother, who had 

taken the name of Madame de Montrable, to which it was 
no beginning to be faſhionable to prefix the title of Mar- 
chioneſs. Mad. du Barre's behaviour to her, is a panegyric 
on her heart; ſince, ſpite of the intoxication from royal fa- 
your, and the diflipation in which ſhe lived, it ſeldom hap- 


pened that ſhe was more than a fortnight withoat going to 


ſee her mother, dine with her, and pafs there a great part of 
the day. It is here to be noted, that the Superior of the con- 
vent carried her meanneſs to ſuch exceſs, as to ſend her niece, 
"who was a fine finger, to amuſe the Counteſs while at dinner. 
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MADAM, | ml | eh "Paris April 10. 77% 
Youra agent hes . a been 


livres on your account, without telling me 


how you mean to employ them. My an- 


ſwer was, that I could not, at that moment, 


let him have them, but that I would do my- 
lf the honour to confer with you on the 


— 


ſubject. I am very far, Madam, from re- 


fuſing you any thing: you know full well 
how forcibly I am attached to you. Permit 
me, however, to make ſome reflections, after 
which I will conform myſelf to whatever 
you ſhall deſire. The King's treaſury is not 
ſo inexhauſtible as you ſeem to think. Not- 
withſtanding every means which I can deviſe 


in order to find reſources, I own that I am 


frequently, and particularly at this moment, 
very much embarraſſed, Since you firſt 


honoured me with your favour, you have 


fingered 18,000,000 livres clear money, 
„ —- without 


* 
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without mentioning a ſwarm of petty mat- 
ters which I have not brought to account. 


In another quarter, the Chanceller expends 


prodigious ſums to make up his Parliaments | 


and pay his ſpies: * in fine, the Duke d'Ai- 
: guillon wholly ruins me, in order to ſupport 


his creatures, and gain partiz ans in Foreign 
Courts, where you know he is looked upon 


with an evil eye. Judge yourſelf, Madam, 
whether my reflections be ill- founded. 'T 
muſt indeed be in great embarraſſment to 
mention theſe things at all, having nothing 
more at heart, than to gratify your wiſhes, 
and even preveut them, when I can. If, 
however, you can content yourſelf, for the 


preſent, with 300, ooo livres, your agent 
ſhall have them whenever he has a mind ta 


call for them. I am, with reſpect, &c. 
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mined on returning to the ſtage, and enflea- 


vouring to improve my feeble talents in or- 


der to amuſe you till longer. Unfortunate- 
| ly, T took this reſolution too late : my parts 


are given away, and the reſt of the company 
made me ſenſible what diſorder I was going 


to occaſion amongſt them. They affured 
me that the Gentlemen of the Bed- chamber 


had taken upon them to preſent you with a 
memorial, which would explain to you more 


clearly the impoſſibility of my re- appearance. 


May that convince you, Madam, of the zeal 
with which 11 ſolicited, and the'earneft defire : 


1 


e We Mare not ſeen the 3 of this 10 the aueies 


letter. We inſert theſe here merely becauſe ſame copies of 


them had circulated at Paris, and at court: : but we cannot 


Wer: 26 their * g 
e 2 | felt 


© obedictice to your Kade 1 had deter | 
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I felt to contribute to your entertainment in 
thoſe precious moments, when your genius 
takes ſome reſt from the important e 
tions which exerciſe it. 

But, Madam, your goodneſs: Warden 
me to apply to you for anather favour. Al- 
low me to open my heart to you : your own 
is too ſenſible, not to pay ſome regard to the 
weakneſſes of love. For theſe twelve years 
" paſt, and upwards, I have been attached to 
Dauberval: happy, if his paſſion for me had 

been as conſtant as mine for him! To how 

many others has not that unfaithful man 
made the fame ſolemn proteſtations! I, 
however, have a dear pledge of our union, 
a child, the object of my maternal tender- 
neſs. I cannot without ſorrow reflect on the 
illegitimacy of his birth; I wiſh to remedy 
it by marriage. I am now: rich; I have 
wherewithal to pay the debts of that perfi- 
dious creature; all I aſk is bis return and 
his band, This good action, Madam, is 
worthy of you ; and though 1 have led a life 
 fomewhat diſorderly, my heart has ever har- 
| boured honeſt ſentiments. You know what 
OE befals a young woman with ſome 

| attractions, 


cor Ess bo vnkk B. 1 


Ab N whole fituation exp oles her to be 
led aſtray by the homage of the amiable 
noblemen of the Court. How is ſhe to re- 
fiſt fo many ſeducers? However, 1 have 
never been happy in that vortex of diſſipation 
which attends the theatre; ; a ſenſe of reli- 
gion remained at bottom; I have a timorous 
conſcience which is eaſily alarmed ; fears for 
futurity have troubled me uncealingly 3 in the 
very lap of pleaſure ; the loſs of my laſt lover 
has thrown me into a deep melancholy ; his 
fatal end in the prime of life, has made me 
tremble for my own. This, Madam, was 
the chief motive which engaged me to quit 
the ſtage: it was your pleaſure that I ſhould 
return to it: I vanquiſhed my ſcruples and 
my Teptithatice. Circumſtances, however, 
oppoſe your wiſhes. Deign, Madam, to 
complete that happineſs which J. eel in 
finding that I am, for ſome moments, the 
object of your thoughts, by extending to me 
the protection I claim, or, to Tpedak more 
. by exerting n which can 
3 perbit that Daubervil cannot OY to 
"Dy a duty which has been once enjoin= 
ed 
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ed by you, and. I ſhall acquire one other con- ES 
ſolation by this marriage, which is, that 

having it no longer in my power to divert 

you at the theatre, in thoſe hours of inuſtri- | 

ous leiſure which you dedicate to recreation, 
1 ſhall at leaſt contribute to your entertain- 
ment by another ſelf, by a huſband, who 
will be devoted to that delightful ſervice, as 
long as he ſhall have the happineſs, to pleaſe 
you. I am, with the moſt profound re- 


ſpect, 1 En 


* 
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1 AM not as well 8 with love, a as 
Mademoilelle Dubois ; 3 but, if it conſiſts in 


Mad. du B. ther receiving the letter of Mademoiſelle 

| Dubois, had ſent to Dauberval, and communicated to him 
the propoſals of the actreſs, which were, to give him 40,000 
livres to pay his debts, beſides wn other OT lucrative 
offers, 


taking 
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making a man to bed to ber, it is true that ſhe 
has had a great deal for me. However, as 
| it was not poſſible for me to occupy. her at- 
tention every day, and as, doubtleſs, it was 
ahſolutely indiſpenſable for her to be in love, 


ſhe often gave my place to others; and 
thus four or five of us, and ſometimes more, - 


formed a relay, and relieved one another by 
turns. The reſult of all this was a little 
boy. She did me the favour to. father it on 
me; 1 received it with. the more gratitude, 
as ſhe might have choſen one for it more 
diſtinguiſhed, either amongſt ſeveral Lords 
af the Court, or amongſt the gentlemen, of 
the Long Robe, or amongſt the Clergy, or 
the. Matadors of the Finances. Be that as 
it may, I accepted. the honour, and conſented 


to take care of the baby, But his mother, 


who conſidered him as a plaything expreſsly 
created by Providence for her amuſement, 
thought proper to keep poſſeſſion of him, 


and make him as it were her paſtime. 
Whereupon I declared that I did not un- 
derſtand hat, and that I renounced the fa - 


therſhip. And now, when the urchin is no 


longer ſo agreeable. nor ſo docile, when he 


ES is 


2 


[ 
| 
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is a clog to her, and lies Weste upon 957 5 


hands, ſhe has a mind to get rid of him, 
and ſend him back 'to me. But fince ſhe 
has had the emolument, ſo let her have: the 


charge, the more ſo, as it is conformable to 


the ſober life ſhe means to lead, to the ma- 
ternal ſentiments with which her bowels 
yearn, and likewiſe to thoſe of religion which 
ſhe affects and aſſumes at preſent, I know 


that ſhe has a very weak head; I was ap- 
ptehenſive that I ſhould catch the conta- 
gion, and that ſhe would help to turn mine. 


She is afraid of the devil, and fo am I; this 


is what prevents me from eſpouſing her; it 


is a dæmon incarnate, which maddens fad 
ther, mother, ſiſter, lovers; on what 
would become of the poor huſband. 

You habe given me your peine Ma- 
dam, to ſpeak freely upon this ſubject, and 
I act up to your intention. May my frank- 
neſs afford you even a momentary amuſe- 
ment. I imagine that it is all you have had 
in view in this negotiation, too much be- 
neath you, Madam, with reſpect to thoſe 
who are the objects of it, but worthy of ad- 
mirarion” for that goodneſs of heart which 

characteriſes 


counrss Db. BARRE', 22r ; 


 tharaiztifee all your actions. The greateſt 


misfortune of Mademoiſelle Dubois will, 


doubtleſs, be her not having it any longer 
in her power to contribute to your enter- 
tainment. As for me, I have no occaſion to 
marry her, in order to prove my devotion to 


. you. I wiſh to have to myſelf alone the 
whole merit of the moſt voluntary homage. 


With reſpe& to Mademoiſelle de Raucoux, 


whom you have propoſed to me as a wife, 
on failure of Mademoiſelle Dubois, ſhe is 


as yet a new note, which muſt neceſſarily 
enter into commerce, and of which I do not 


with to be the firſt drawer, nor even the 


indorſer, When i it has circulated, we Tn 


ſee with whom it reſts. | 
Jam, with profound reſpedt, & . 
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LETTER IXXXV. 


: FRoM THE DUKE lor old oh 


You know, my fair Counteſs, . we 
have many cauſes of complaint againſt your 
brother-in-law. In addition, he has juſt 
committed an outrage at which I am quite 
mad. You ſhall be the judge, and I hope 
you will affiſt me to keep him within bounds. 
Since his return from Liſle, he ſhut himſelf 
up for ſome days in the caſtle of Triel, in 
order to abandon himſelf more freely to 
* all the rage of gaming. Over and above 
the money he had with him, he has loſt, 
upon parole, ſeven thouſand louis', for which, 
according to cuſtom, he gave an order on 
the Abbe Terray. The Abbe, purſuant to 
the agreement made between us, refuſed to 
pay the money. Your brother-in-law, up- 
on this, broke out into a flame, made uſe 
of the bittereſt invectives againſt us all, and 
boaſted that he had made the Miniſters, and 
that it was in his power to turn them out. 
In 


In 4 he e hal avis „ Aa grand 
idea of his moderation and economy, in 
ſaying that he had yet drawn but five mila 
lions from the royal treaſury, What vexes 
me moſt is, that the perſon from whom T 
had this information, aſſured me that theſe 
declarations had been made at an entertain- 
ment, where the company conſiſted of thoſe 
who will take a pleaſure in divulging them. 
You perceive, my dear Counteſs, how much 
miſchief they may do you, particularly as 
to what relates to the facility of draining the 
royal treaſury, a matter which they will not 
_ to exaggerate, in order to make you ene- 
© x Tpeak to you with the utmoſt free- 
pon upon all theſe matters, as I know you 


have been long weary of the perſecutions 


you have ſuffered from that man, who is a 
very dangerous perſon; and I hope you will 


_ affift me to puta ſtop to them . From the 


character of the man, I am certain that he 


will not fail to commit ſome extravagance, 


VE Bk: was 1 85 with — 8 5 he loſt 8 

| at play, and any one lamented. his ill luck, to ery— “ Eh! 
** my friends, don't let that trouble you; F REROT will 

© make it up to me. It was thus he named Louis XV. 


which 
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dear you. are to me. 
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which will fürn ts with a decent 3 l 


to ſend him off, and to force him to ſubmit 


to that meaſure, ſhould he prove ſturdy. 
Adieu, my fair ts PO know how 


i 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 
| | { Ty 
To TR Duke D'AIGUILLON. 


5 Fontainbleau, Oct. 21, 1755. 
My dear "EY Lam in a mortal fright, 


| You know that, the day before yeſterday, 


the King was indiſpoſed: he made La Mar- 
tiniere lie in his chamber: I know not what 
paſſed between them, but, from that time, 


his Majeſty has been cool in his behaviour 


to me. I dread exceedingly the remon- 


ſtrances of that Æſculapius *. The conſe- 


The King diſcovering to La Martiniere, his Firſt Sur- 
geon, his uneaſineſs with reſpect to his decayed ſtate of 
health, ſaid; I ſee clearly that I am no longer young; I 
© muſt faſten up.. Sire,” anſwered La Martiniere, you 
e would do much better to unyoke,”—The King was, for 

fome 
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quences that may ariſe from his counſels 
make me tremble. As ſoon as vou are at 
Jeifure, come to me: I ſhall be alone all 
the evening: it is of the utmoſt importance | 
that we concert the 1 of —— 1 re 


"Pony. 
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I wait dee my dear e 
the iſſue of the ſolicitations which you have 
promiſed to make to the King, to engage 
him to give his conſent to my marriage with 


Madame de Monteſſon. The lively intereſt 


ſome time after, very cool towards his miſtreſs, inſomuch 
that he countermanded a magnificent coach which ſhe had or- 
dered for the review, at which ſhe was not preſent. But ſoon 

afterwards, his health was re-eſtabliſhed, and his coldneſs 


jowgrds the Fayoyrite entirely diſappeared. a 
EEE EI which 


— — GC 
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which. you ſeemed to take in this affair, and 


know, by ſetting it 


the influence you have with his Majeſty, 
induced me to hope that ſucceſs wauld ſoon 


crown. the An It was only, you 
it in that point of vie w, 
that you determined me to return to Court. 
Since I have taken this ſtep, things are not 
a whit farther advanced: certain it is, fair 


lady, that you have not done what you could 


have done. I cannot, however, believe that 
fo pretty a mouth as yours made engage- 
ments with me only with a reſolution to 
break them. Such a'procedufe would belie 
that amiable frankneſs which you have uſed 
towards me on all occaſions; and I know not 
why I ſhould be the only one with whom 


mo would act een N 


1 a Ke. "2h 
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To Tur Doux E or ORLEANS. 


ur LORD, . V - Oftober 26, 1773+ 


Newer netanbns all the influence | 
- Which you ſuppoſe me to poſſeſs over the 
King, it is not ſo eaſy for me as you imagine 
to make him do things to which he is diſ- 
- inclined. I will tell you without reſerye, that 
this marriage is one of thoſe things, and 1 
am diſtreſſed at it on your account. Hitherto 
my applications have proved ineffectual ; but 
all we want is a lucky moment to render you 
content. When will that come? That is 
what I cannot tell you Obſerve, Gros Pere; 
have you a mind that I ſhould give you good 
advice ? Begin by marrying, we ſhall after- 
wards try, and do better for you. I am 
myſelf much intereſted in the affair. If the 
King does not give his conſent to your mar- 
riage, he may afterwards acknowledge it, 
and that will come to the ſame thing. Be 
aſſured that I ſhall never forget your intereſts, 
| a = and 
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and that I will ſuffer no opportunity of 
obliging you to ns ef me, 


* am, Kc. 8 


LETTER LXXXIX. 


To THE Doxe bY At@v1LLON. 


I WRITE to you, my dear Duke, over- 


whelmed with the lamentations of the Duke 


de la Vrilliere and Mad. de Langeac, But 


the affair is ſettled: the Chevalier d'Arcq 
| ſhall be ſome time without ſelling favours. 
The /ettre de cachet is ſigned for his baniſh- 
ment to Tulle, where I doubt if he will find, 


ſo eaſily as here, opportunities of diſplaying | 


his talents. | I till depend on the promiſe 
you gave me of coming to Paris with me to- 
morrow. Adieu, I am your fincere friend. 


LETTER 
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l . No 
1. ETTE R XC. 
To THE Dukk o 'AIGUILLON, 


You have gueſſed fight, my dear Duke; 
the marriage of the Viſcount du Barre is not 
to take place: my entreaties and my tears 
have been unſucceſsful. The King has been 
firmer than I thought be would be. It is 
the Marquis de la Tour-du Pin- la-Chorce 
vrho carries off from us Mademoiſelle St. An- 
dre . We muſt think ſeriouſly of Mademoi- 
{elle de Tournon ; they ſay ſhe is very hand- 
' ſome; they would even make me apprehen- 
five that ſhe might become my rival. But 
no matter: ſhould. that happen, I ſhould at 
leaſt have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing that the 
place did not go out of the family. 
- Tam yours ever. 
„This lady was a natural is of Lone XV, who, at 
the repreſentations of the Sieur Yon, a truſty perſon in his 


| confidence, rejected Du Barre, and gave his daughter to the 
Mage de la Fogr-de Pin-la-Chorce, | 
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LETTER Xci. 


FRO THE PRINCE or SouB1sE. 
THE interview took place yeſterday, my 
lovely Counteſs, at my houſe. The Vif- 
count du Barre is enchanted with my fair 
couſin, who, on her part, conſents to every 


| thing that T ſhall do for her welfare. The 


Prince of Conde is not averſe to this alliance; 
but, before he formally declared his fenti- 
ments, he deſired that the King ſhonld ad- 


mit him into the Council, that he ſhould 


purchaſe his hotel, and give him 1, 500, ooo 
Hivres to pay his debts. He thinks it will 
be eaſy for you to obtain thoſe favours from 
his Majeſty. As to me, I defire it heartily, 


from my impatience to ſee a match concluded 
- which flatters me prodigiouſly. \I know that 


we might diſpenſe with the approbation of 
this Prince: but it would make a conſider- 
able difference in the general ſatisfaction. 
If, on the contrary, the Prince of Conde 
ſhould obtain what he defires, it will not be 

diſadvantageous 


< couNTEss D BARR E'. 


Abe for you to acquire fo n 
2 clog upon his gratitude, 


9 an, — nn. Kc. 


LK T TE R xn. 
From THE Doxs D'AtevILLoN. 1 0 


F: HAVE, my dear Cuuntels; many. obſer 
vations to make to you upon what you ſaid 
to me yeſterday. Though you have liſtened 
with an air of gaiety to the prudent appre- 
henſions with which they wiſhed to inſpire 
you, relative to the conſequences of the 
match in queſtion, I think that it merits on 
your part a good many reflections. I am 
afraid that, in exerting yourſelf to bring 
that point to bear, you will be labouring at 
the ſame time for your own deſtruction, Might 
they not have ſome deſign of that nature on 
foot, in ſoliciting you ta have this. affair ſo 
aneh at mane Your brother-in-law. is ca- 
| pable 


—ͤ—ñœͤ — — —— S ng. — 
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pable of it, and perhaps ki is not the only 


one . Confider well of this, my dear 
Counteſs. Mademoiſelle de Tournon, hand- 


ſome as ſhe is, might happen to pleaſe the 
King; the Prince of Conde, by his rank and 


his relationſhip to her, will have the higheſt 
influence over her ; and you are ſufficiently . 
acquainted with Count du Barre, to appre- 


hend his acquiring over his daughter-in-law 


an aſcendant, which he wore 'infallibly 


make uſe of for your ruin, or, at leaf}, to 
keep you more than ever dependent on him. 
If, ſpite of all theſe obſervations, you perſiſt 
in your inclination to run the riſk of the 


event, it will be at leaſt highly important to 
exclude the Prince of Conde from the Coun- 

cil. For, beſides that it nl add to the 
advantages which he may derive from this 
alliance, we ſhould be no longer maſters of 


the deliberations; he would become all-pow+ 
_ erful, and would find himſelf at the head of 
the Adminiſtration. However, not to rebuff 
him, prevail upon his Majeſty, without 
giving him a poſitive refuſal, to let bim Hann 5 


The Viſcount du Barre here 3 was che "fon of 
nt you du Barre, with whom Mad. du B. had lived. 


that 


of 
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that this favour may be e to him after 


the marriage, without preciſely naming the 


time, or binding himſelf by a formal promiſe. 
As to the payment of his debts, and the pur- 


chaſe of his hotel, you may — obtain for 
him theſe two favours; they may ſatisfy him 
without involving you in any troubleſome 
conſequences. Adieu, fair Counteſs; obſerve 


that I am here only repreſenting to you the 


conſequences of the two parts which you 


have to take, without adviſing you as to 


either: ſo, let what will happen, you have 


nothing to reproach me with. I am ever, 
with the ſame Siondſhip, F 


{ If 
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I HAVE' been NR Abegtk to | grertib on 
the King to purchaſe the Prince of Condé's 
hotel, and to grant him 1,500,000 livres 
in order to pay his debts. I could have 
wiſhed to be equally fortunate with reſpect 
to his having a place in the Council: but his 
Majeſty told me, that he would ſee, after 
the marriage, what was to be done as to that 
matter, that he neither formally granted nor 
refuſed that favour. Such, Sir, is the whole 
reſult of all my earneſt ſolicitations. If the 
Prince of Condè perſiſts in refuſing his appro- 
bation to the marriage of Mademoiſelle de 
Tournon with the Viſcount du Barre, un- 
leſs on expreſs condition that he ſhall be ad- 
mitted into the Council, we muſt no longer 
think either of alliance or favours ; we ſhall 
ſee and get for the Viſcount a match which 
will 


| coUnTESs Dy BARRE'. ug 


wt not ! us with ſuch difficulties; 
My regret- will be wholly: confined to the 


eircumſtance of my not having been able to 
fulfil your expectations: In all other re- 


ſpects, I ſhall do every thing that dependt 
upon myſelf; and you ſhall ea a: te 


e me with, | 
ES 1 _ &e. 


FROM THE men or CoD 7 


I NEVER affected, Madam, to make any | 
conditions with reſpe& to the marriage of 


the Viſcount du Barre; but I had ima- 
gined, that before he eſpouſed a perſon to 
whom I am related, I might, on ſuch an 


_ occaſion, ſolicit, through your interpoſition, 


certain favours, which I ſhould. have been 
the more flattered in obtaining, as I ſhould 
have been indebted entirely to yourſelf for 


. the 
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the obligation. Accept, Madam, my fulleſt 5 
acknowledgments for the two favours which 
the King, at your inſtance, has granted to 
me *. As to the third, I dare preſume that 


you will not loſe ſight of it, and that 
vou will continue to me your good offices 

with regard to it. I ſhould deſire even to 
have ſome converſation with you on this 
ſubject: be ſo kind to let me know the day 
and houx when I may —_ the honour of 
ſeeing you. . 

1 am, &c. 


* The Prince of Conde, who was very ambitious, really 
did entertain theſe views which the Duke d' Aiguillon ſuſ- 
pected: but he became leſs difficult to deal with, e 
the fear of A all. 
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"LB TT/E'R Tc. 
To Tux Dux# D 'AIUILLON. | 


IT is with forte my dear Duke, that I 


acquaint you that my reconciliation with the. 


Royal Family is not likely to take place, as 
I had fondly flattered myſelf. I have no- 
thing · to ſay againſt Mad. de Narbonne, who 
conducted extremely well the negotiation ſhe 


was charged with. She had perſuaded Ma- 


dame Adelaide: that Princeſs, once gained 
over, would have found no difficulty in pre- 


vailing on her ſiſter, and ſhe might have 


been fortunate enough not only to engage the 
Counteſs of Provence on our ſide, but the 


Dauphineſs likewiſe. But the Dauphin has 
overturned the whole of this fine project, 
and has ſhewn ſo much obſtinacy, that we 


deſpair of getting the better of him. Vou 
know I am to preſent the young Viſcounteſs: 
I muſt take her to his apartments; I dread 
the moment: I wiſh I could decently diſ- 


penſe with this preſentation. A propos, 
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: how is the Ducheſs? Has ſhe been "TRA We 
this morning? You ſhall tell me of all that 


to-morrow. I expect you to dinner, as 12 
| promiſed, 


& am your 8 heartily, = 


LETTER N. 


To THE Duxr yAreviLen. 
ALAS! my dear Duke, did 1 not tell you 


that I had good reaſon to dread that preſenta= 


tion? You would not imagine to what a 
pitch that great ill-bred boy * carried his 
rude behaviour. When we came to his 
apartments, he was buſied, or pretended 
to be, in looking out of the window: al- 
though we were announced, he never quit- 
ted that poſture: at length we went away 
without having been once honoured with a 
fin gle look, 0 niece was nee Ware | 


5 The Dauphin. 


| * 
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at this behaviour; but ſhe was amply re- 
compenſed by the marked attention which 
was paid to her by the King. She pleaſed 
him to a degree that diſquieted me very 
much; however, I let nothing appear, leſt 
his Majeſty ſhould be offended. I know 
alſo, that in ſhewing any ill humour, I 
ſhould only increaſe an inclination which, to 
all appearance, is but tranſient. I am not 
yet certain that nothing ſerious has paſt be- 
tween them ; I will ſeem to ſhut my eyes 
entirely; but I rely on you, my dear Duke, 
to aſſiſt me to keep this whole affair ſecret. 
You know how eſſential that is to the pre- 
ſervation of my influence. I am charmed at 
hearing that the Ducheſs is recovered; tell 
her 1 love her as well as you do. 
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LETTER XCVIL 
| To THE Dor D'AIGUILLON. ; 
Fs AM iis. moment 5 my dear 


Duke, that my huſband has had an affair 
with the Parliament of Toulouſe, on account | 


of a riot, in which they ſay he played a diſ- 


tinguiſhed part “. I am not yet perfectly 
acquainted with the fact: endeavour'to find 
out what it is, and take, I beſeech you, 
the ſteps neceſſary on this occaſion. We 
had baniſhed him. from this place, in order 
that his intemperance might be the leſs ob- 
fervable : and muſt it be that, let him be 
where he will, he is {till to give us uneaſi- 
neſs? Good-night. 


He harangued the mob; affected to ſpeak to them in the 
King's name, and to treat with the rioters. The Parliament 


took offence: ſome were for ſevere meaſures; but intereſt 
: prevailed, This affair was overlooked by Government. 
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LETTER kom 


Faom M. DE 5 Minierzn or THB 
| | Makixz. 


MADAM), 


THE diſſatisfaction which the e King ſhewed 
yeſterday, has given me the greateſt inquie= 
tude. It was purely at the defire of his 
Highneſs the Duke of Orleans that I took 
the ſtep which produced the ſcene you were 
a witneſs to. May I hope, Madam, that 
you will. perſuade his Majefty to reſtore to 
me that favour with which he honoured 


* They had both ſecretly repaired to the apartments of 
Mad. du B. and ſolicited her to perſuade the King to conſent 
to the reſtoration of the Parliament. The King ſuddenly 
came in, upon which the D. of Orleans ſnatched a memorial, 
which they had been reading, out of the hands of M. de 
Boynes, in order to put it in his pocket. The King, how- 
ever, perceiving his miſtreſs change colour, deſired to know 
the reaſon of it; and ſhe told him what had paſſed, The 
King then ſaid to the Duke of Orleans, Couſin, if you 
* wiſh that we continue good friends, meddle no more witſh 
te this hegotiation. Then, addreffing the Miniſter, © And 
« you, M. de Boynes, I am ſurpriſed to find you here ;—this 
die. IO place; go out.” 
| me ? 


N 
ö 


*. 
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me? I think I merit it by the zeal which 1 
have ever ſhewn for his ſervice. * That which 
I have teſtified” for you likewiſe, Madam, 
gives me ſome room for relying, on this 
occaſion, upon your good offices. My gra- 
titude ſhall equal the profound reſpe& with 


which I am, &c. 


1. E r . 5 R xc. 
„ eee THE e or OnLnavs., 


I AM perfedly perſuaded, Madame that if 


our laſt interview had not been interrupted, : 
you, far from ſaying that you wiſhed not to 
meddle in the cauſe of the Parhaments, 
would have been the firſt to become their pro- 


tectreſs, and carry to the feet of the Throne 


their juſtification, and the prayers of all 
France for their return. The plan which 1 
intend to lay before you, ought to ſatisfy all 
the world, without . the ſlighteſt diſ- 


content. 
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content. One man alone there is * who : 
would counteract this reconciliation, and 
that man is no leſs your enemy than the ene- 
my of the State. As it would be too long to 
give you an account of it in this letter, you 
will oblige me by appointing a day and hour 
when I may wait on you, with M. de 
Boynes, to converſe for ſome moments upon 
the ſubject. I am perſuaded that, after this 
interview, you will not only adopt my ideas, 
but even aſſiſt me in curing the King of 
his prejudices. There may come a time, 
Madam, when you will thank me for hay- 
ing afforded you an opportunity of contribut= 
ing to a revolution ſo much defired' by alt 
good citizens, whofe gratitude will be ffat- 
tering to you, and may not prove unuſeful 
to you, along with the ſupport of thoſe tri- 
bunals that will be indebted to you for their 
reſtoration. 
I am, e. 


The Chancellor. 


* LETTER 
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To THE. 8 or OnLEANS. 


; uy LOR Dy 


You. know what 5 I feel to med- | 
dle in affairs of the nature which you men- 
tion to me. I am not clear that you will be 

able to make me engage 10 heartily in that 
matter as you ſeem to imagine. But, as 1 
do not wiſh. to put you out of humour, 1 
will expect you to-morrow at fix. You ſee 
I can refuſe your Highneſs nothing. I hope 
vou will give me credit for my complaiſance. 

e 


! 
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* I 


To TRR DUKE or ORLEANS. 
d Mur LORD, | 


WHAT has juſt poco muſt N 


bave given you an ill opinion of my fidelity; 
and you imagine, perhaps, that my conduct 
upon this occafion has been concerted with 
the King. If my earneſtneſs to reconcile 
bis Majefty and you, is not ſufficient to diſ- 
pel your doubts, the ſimple ſtatement of 
what has paſſed will not leave you room for 
85 Owing to the deine of one of my 
women, they were ſo ſtupid as to give me 
your letter while the King was preſent. 
Perceiving that it came from you, I wiſhed 
to defer the peruſal of it to another time; 
but his Majeſty inſiſted that I ſhould ſhew it 
to him. He was exceedingly diſpleaſed af- 
ter having read it, At firſt he ordered me 
to refuſe you the interview you required; 
but afterwards, after having oblerved a 
: „ ſilence 
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filence of conſiderable u h he faid — 5 
40 Upon ſecond thoughts, I would have you 
* give the Duke of Orleans a meeting to- 
% morrow: I will conceal myſelf in the 
room, and ſtation myſelf ſo that I can 
« hear what he has to ſay. to you. Let 
* him a firſt, and anſwer him immedi- 
* ately.” I was obliged to obey : the King 
himſelf dictated my letter ; conſequently, it 
is he alone who laid this trap for you #. In 
vain did I attempt every thing that depended 
on myſelf to extricate you from it, I hope, 
then, that we ſhall not be on a leſs amicable 
footing, and that my Gros Pere will not be 
angry with me. 
N Jam, Kc. 


The King, after hearing the diſcourſe of the Duke of 
Orleans, came forth from his hiding-place, manifeſted his 
indignation, and even threatened him with diſgrace, if he 
perſiſted in ſuch practices. The Duke anſwered, that dife 
grace would be certainly a great misfortune, but that be 
would bear it with fortitude in the cauſe of the public, which 
he would not abandon. Luckily, Mad, du B. brooght about 
an immediate reconciliation YOu the Menarch and the 


_ ö 85 4 5 
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LETTER en. 
From un vv BAE. : 


11 WAS in hopes, my vs ſiſter, that upon 


de marriage of my fon with Mademoiſelle 

e Tournon, you would have procured for 
me the ten thouſand Jouis' which I aſked 
for; for you know that the twenty thou- 
ſand which have been allowed me, were 
merely to pay my play-debts, and that I have 
nothing now remaining of that ſum. At 
leaſt, they ought to give me as much for a 
ound e to the Chevalier *, on his 
marriage. with Mademoiſelle de Fumel, if 
it is really to take place, for I am afraid that 
he will not ſucceed. That young lady ſeems 
to feel a diſinclination to the match, not- 
withſtanding the favours with which ſhe is 
loaded by his Majeſty. Her family inſiſts 
that the Chevalier ſhall bear the name and 
arms of Fumel, a point which, however, had 


* Brother to Count du Barre, ww” 
| been 


( 


J 
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been 3 on; in mort they. g to ſtart 
difficulties merely to gain time, and over- 


throw the whole proceeding. As it is of 


importance to us that it ſhould take place, 
prevail upon the King, who has already 


ſhewn an inclination for it, to preſs the con- 


cluſion. A ſingle word from * will re- 
move all obſtacles. 


2 
1am yours 1 &c. 


LETTER CI. 


70 CounT WILLIAM DU Banzy'. 


& 


ALL this fine hiſtory which you have told 


us, has much the air of a romance, invented 


to excuſe your return to this place, notwith- 


ſtanding your own promiſes, and the orders 


you received &. If I conſent to wink at this 


* 

* He ſaid that he had tend a threatening letter, in 
which he was ordered to leave 50,000 livres in a place de- 
ſcribed: that, having at firſt taken no notice, he received 
injun&ions more marked and peremptory; and that this was 


what prevented him from remaining at Toulouſe. 


conduct, : 
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conduct, know, that it is only on condition 
that we ſhall not hear any talk about you 


other wiſe, now will compel me to wy aſide : 
all Ceremony.” | 


* E T 7 E R av. 7 
FROM M. DE Vourams, 


MADAM. 5 Ferney, January 3, 1774. 


MONSIEUR de la Borde tells me that you 


have ordered him to kiſs me on both cheeks, 
as from you : a 


Quoi ! deux baifers ſur la fin de ma vie! 

Quel paſſe port vous daignez m'envoyer! / - | 
Deux, cen eſt trop! adorable Egerie *; 

Je ſerois mort de plaiſir au premier. 


He has ſhewn me your picture; do not be 
The nymph Egeria inſpired Numa, the wiſe law-giver 


of the Romans; and, by a ſtrain of adulation which admits 
of no excuſe, M. de Voltaire gives us to underſtand, that 


Mad, du B. had, in the ſame manger, inſpired the King in 


all his legiſlative operations, 
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angry, Madam, if I take the liberty of re- 
turning it your two kiffes: | 


Vows ne pouvez empecher cet hd | 
Foible tribut de quiconque à des yeux. 
C'eſt au mortels d'adorer votre image, 
L'original Etoit fait pour les Dieu x. 


1 have heard ſeveral paſſages of M. de la 
Borde's Pandora*. They appeared to me 
to be worthy of your protection. The fa- 
vour beſtowed on talents, js the only thing 
which can increaſe the luſtre — adorns 
you. 
Deign, Madam, to accept the 8 
reſpect of an old hermit, whoſe heart has 


ſcarce any other ſentiment than that of af 
„ a 


An opera of M. de Voltaire, which MI. de la'Bords hd 
ſet to muſic, and which the former wiſhed to _ovs ated under 
the auſpices of Mad, du Barre. 


£ 
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LETTER CV. 
TO M. br Vor rank. 


Nn Sirz- can be more. 8 and 
agreeable than the letter which I have juſt 
received from you. I reckon that i it was the 


commiſſion I gave to M. de la Borde, which 


procured ſo flattering a degree of homage 
on your part. I mean to place it at the end 
of the apotheoſis of King Petau x. Thoſe 
two pieces united will. ſerve. to acquit you 
in the eyes of the public and of poſterity, 


of the reproach univerſally caſt upon you. of 


e _ ſelf· contradiction. 
© TT Kc. . 


* At the commencement of Mad. du Barrs's elevation, 
M. de V. made a poem which bore this title, and in Which 
he ſpoke of the King and the Favourite in the moſt fatirical 
and indecent manner. He muſt have been much humbled 
by the letter to Mad. du B. which nothing but the meaneſt 
flattery could have ng and 2s the anſwer which ſhe 
wrote to it. ? | 


„ LETTER 
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LETTER CVI. 
To M. pr Mavytov, 


I AM very much ſurpriſed, Sir, that the 


feal has not been put to Zamore's patent, 
which has lain in your office fince yeſter- 
day s. Is this negligence an effect of that 
zeal which you oſtentatiouſſy pretend. for 
the ſervice of his Majeſty ? I ſhould have 
thought) you more ready to feize opportuni- 
ties of paying court to your Royal Maſter. 
I expect, Sir, that this affair will be con- 


<luded to- day, elſe I ſhall be obliged to om- YT 


30 to the > Kings 
I am, Kc. 


„This Zamore was a little Negro-boy, on whom Mad. 
du B. laviſhed extraordinary careſſes. One day, when his 
pleaſant tricks had put the King into high ſpirits, ſhe re- 
queſted that ſome mark of the Royal favour ſhould be con- 
ferred on him. Go, faid the King, I appoint him Gover- 
« nor of the Caſtle and Pavilion of Lucienne, with 600 livres 
« ſalary.” His Majeſty immediately ordered the patent to 
be made out, and what amuſed Mad. du B. was, the neceſſity 
for the Chancellor to put the ſeal to it. 
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LETTER cn. 
To Tre Doxz- D*AIGUILLON. 


Fon this once, my dear Duke, the Mar- 


quis de Montegnard is diſmiſſed in good 


earneſt, The /ettre de cachet is ſigned, and 
he is to receive it this moment: ſo we have 


no longer any fear of a revocation, You 


are going to be completely contented, and 
I myſelf am very much ſo, at having ſuc- 


ceeded in an affair which you had ſo much 


at heart, All that we have now to do, is to 


expel the Chancellor : but that will be not 


ſo eaſy. The King is fo well ſatisfied at 


being no longer aſſailed by the Black Robes, 


that he is attached more than ever to him 
who has rid him of thejr remonſtrances. 


Mark out for me, my dear Duke, the plan 


which I muſt follow, to cure the King of 
this prepoſſeſſion, and I will be implicitly 


governed by your advice. But firſt and fore- 


| moſt, we muſt attend to a matter extremely 
T $ | preſſing 
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preſſing and of the higheſt moment, namely: 
the War Department, which I poſitively with 
you to have, and for which I will leave 
nothing unattempted. Meanwhile I kiſs 
your hand, and am moſt truly, &c. 


LETTER ov. 
FROM THE DuKE D'AIGUILLON. 


T PERCEIVE, my dear Counteſs, that it 
is uſeleſs for us to perſiſt in endeavouring to 
perſuade the King of the Chancellor's mal- 
adminiſtration; we ſhall never ſucceed. 
We muſt have recourſe to another device, 
by which we may equally well attain our 
object. Affect to come over by degrees to 
his Majeſty's opinion; but endeavour to in- 
finuate to him, by little and little, that he 
will never reap all the advantages which 
may be derived from the operations of M. 
de Maupeou, as long as that Miniſter re- 

| OL mains 


| COUNTESS DU BAR. 


mains in office. You may aſſign for it a 


reaſon, the truth of which is manifeſt; tat 
is, the marked averſion which all the Princes, 
the Peers, and the public entertain fur him. 


I. on my part, will ſeize every opportunity 


of ſeconding you. Beſides, I will watch his 
conduct ſo narrowly, and will lay ſo many 
ſnares for him, that I have no doubt of his 
ſoon furniſhing us with freſh weapons againſt 
him, | | 
I am, &c. 


wy 


LETTER cx. 


To M. DE ene 


You will oblige me, 8 by ending: a 
favourable ear to the requeſt which M. 
d' Abbadie, the bearer of this note, has to 
make to you®, You have given the Croix 


* The sieur d'Abbadie, Commiſſary of the Marine, who 
had never ſeen any ſea-ſervice, took it into his head, like ſo 
many others, to make uſe of the Fayourite's intereſt to obtain 


ſome 


— 
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de St. Louis to two of big radon; : he 
| wiſhes to obtain the ſame favour, and I ſhall 

take it kind of you, if you will grant it a | 
"is agen any rreom nematic. 5 


L E T T E R. cx. 


FROM THE es „Aleviten. 


1 KNOW not, my Aer Conntels, what rea- 
ſons could at preſent engage you to undertake 
ſo warmly the intereſts of the Prince of 
Conde. However, ſince you deſire it, I will 
make no oppoſition to the King's creating in 
his favour the poſt of Grand Maſter of the 
Artillery, and I will even ſecond you, if you 
think it neceſſary. I own to you, neverthe- 


ſome marks of favour, He accordingly came to Paris with 
a a parroquet, which he found means to preſent to Mad. du B. 
who thought the bird handſome, and well worth a Croix de 
St. Louis. The readineſs with which this favour was accord- 
ed, proves in what dependence ſhe held the Miniſter, 


| leſs, 
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leſs, that I have ſome doubts of your ſuc= _ 
ceeding in this negociation, becauſe I know 
that the Game favour is folicited by the 
Count de Provence.. 5 


— 


. The D. YAiguillon had no more deſire than hs l | 
de Menteynard, to let the Artillery flip out of his Depart- 
ment. But, more artful than his predeceſſor, and in ordet 
not to diſoblige either the Prince or the Favourite, he had 
engaged the Count de Provence to ſolicit for that place, He 
knew the indecifive character of the King ſofficieatly well; 
to be certain that, in the embarraſſment into which the two 
candidates would throw him, the end would be that he would 


not give the place to any one. He ſucceeded i in his point, 55 


Without Ry room either for Wo” Prince or r Mad. du B. | 
t take: offence. 


- ” 
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LETTER! M5 ob 
os From M. DoR Aar. 
ub, 

IT is with grief I learn that certain verſes 
have been attributed to me; which I cannot 
be too earneſt in diſavowing. I am aſſured 
that a production, intitled An Epiſile to Mar- 
got, has come to your hands, and that ſome 
perſon has had the malice to accuſe me of 
being the author of it. Whatever it be, 
Madam, it merits your deepeſt indignation v. 
If my character of a man of letters gave me 
any claim upon your beneficence, I would 
entreat you to take all the neceſſary ſteps to- 
wards diſcovering the guilty perſon: you 
would be ſoon revenged, and my Juſtification 
would be SP 


— 


I am, &c. 


It is ſaid that M. Dorat is alt the author + the Epiſ- 


tle here alluded to. He was afraid of the Baſtile, and moe 
2 recantation unworthy of the original. 
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| MADAM, | * 
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| Liv ING th 5 a chuhtty teria men {Hide not 
renounced the faculty of thinking, 'and 


where, without running any riſk; they may 15 


exerciſe it in the manner moſt agreeable” to 
them, I may confidently declare to you that 
I am the author of a little work called Le 

Gazettier Cuiraſſe. If that book, which has 
certainly come to your hands, has had the 
merit of affording you a few moments 

amuſement, I cannot but applaud myſelf for 

having ſent it into the world. Your ſuffrage 
is one of thoſe by which I ought to be moſt 
| flattered. I am on the point of publiſhing . 
another work, intitled, Secret Memoirs of a 
| Ladydiftinguiſhedin Public Life, or Eſſays on the 
Adventures of the Counteſs Du Barre, from ber 
| Cradle to the Bed of Honour.” 1 imagine, 
Madam, that even if I had not added the fe- 
_ you of the title, you would eaſily | mg? 


2 . 
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that you were alluded to in the firſt. Be it 
What it may, I thought it became me to 
communicate my deſign to you, before I put 
it in execution; ſince, as you have manifeſt- 
ed, on ſeveral occaſions, a decided taſte for 
the arts and ſciences, it might be poſſible 
that you would deſire to be the ſole poſſeſſor 
of a manuſcript which I have endeavoured 

to render intereſting, and which might ap- 
pear to you to be of ſome value. This whim 
would only coſt you 50, doo livres. This 
price, which perhaps you will think too 
high, is nevertheleſs very moderate, You 

cannot think, Madam, what a heavy expence 

I have been at, in order to procure the neceſ- - 

oo fary materials. The later, anecdotes of your 
8 life, particularly, have ſtood me in 2 great 
1 deal of money. I have been obliged to pay, 
3 in hard gold, for the details of your moſt ſe- 
— cret interviews with his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
i Jeſty ; ; and of your tricks to get rid of or de- 
ceive thoſe who watch you, when you re- 
compenſe yourſelf for the King's debility, 
with your good friend the Duke d'Aiguillon, 
or, for want of him, with little Zamote. In 

fine, Madam, be aſſured that this work is 


com pes 


* 
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complete, and that it poſſeſſes every quality 
neceſſary to inſure a rapid ſale. If you have 


an inclination to purchaſe it, I will put the 


manuſcript into the hands of whoever will, 
on your behalf, pay me the ſum already men- 
tioned: but, ſhould it be your intention not 


to make this bargain, permit me at leaſt, Ma- 


dam, to publiſh it under your auſpices. I 


mould then be certain of the favourable recep- 


tion it would meet with from the public, to 
which you belong. I think I deſerve that you 


ſhould at leaſt grant me this latter fayour, as 
a reward for the deſire which I have to im- 


mortalize you, and for the ſcrupulous atten- 


tion with ghich I have adhered to truth. 1 


am, with the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 
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LETTER A. 


To THE Dutt p' A1GUILLON. | 


MY Lo0kD, 


Ta HAVE juſt received an al letter FRO 
London. Vou yourſelf ſhall judge of it; I 
incloſe it to you. Don't loſe a moment, but 
employ every method poſſible to prevent the 
publication of the execrable libel with which 
| we are threatened. You are as much inte- 
4 | reſted in it as I am. Beſides, what the au- 
| thor intimates in his letter, I am perſuaded 
that, if he has the leaſt ſuſpicion of your 
connection with the Viſcounteſs du Barre, 
he will not fail to mention it, as an article | 
that is not the leaſt intereſting in your life, 


I am, my Lord, yours, Kc. 


4 


| Los fp 


"Ms Fo 


| COUNTESS DU BARRE”. wb: 


LE 1 TER OXV.' 
| From. THE Dok D"AtGvILLON. 36 | 


5 5 HAD A my dons Counteſs, is. 
Engliſh . Ambaſſador to write to his Court 
with reſpe&t to Morande : but his anſwer | 
was, that that was to no purpoſe, and that 
the King aſſuredly would not ſuffer any thing 
which was contrary to the rights of the 
. Engliſh nation. Beſides, he obſerved to me, 
very juſtly, that that man was like a hungry 
dog, who is only to be appeaſed by throw- 
ing him a bone. However, I have deter- 
m ined upon a meaſure ſomewhat different, 
and have juſt diſpatched, with ſome attend- 
ants of the police, a man whom I judge to 
be a fit inſtrument to execute my en 1 
Hope. his efforts will prove ſucceſsful et Ge © 


The D. Y'Aiguillon had ſent to London the Sieur Bellan- 
ger, who had for his aſſociates ſome agents of the Police, 
ſuch as Receveur, Cambert, Finet, &c. Theſe endeavour- 
ed to connect themſelves with Morande, in order to ſeize 
his perſon dexterouſly, and convey him back to France, Mo- 


rande, more artful than them, and perceiving their inten- 
tion, 
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believe, my ow Counteſs, that, 425 our 
laſt explanation, you have no longer any 
thing to reproach me with. Be aſſured, 


that what you call my aſſiduities about the 
young Viſcounteſs, will always be confined 


to what is honourable, and to the reſpect I 
owe to the rank which ſhe enjoys here, to 


the alliance ſhe has juſt contracted, and to 
the favour with which ſhe is honoured by 


| I am ever, &c. : 


tion, affected to ſeem ignorant of the defign ; - commenced a 
friendſhip with them, and borrowed from each of them thirty 
louis d'ors. He then ſounded the alarm againſt them, and 
theſe ſpies being violently ſuſpected by the Engliſh, were 


obliged to hide, until they could get an opportunity of repaſſ. 


ing the ſea.— The D. d'Aiguillon afterwards ſent over M. 
Creaudeau de Chemilli, Treaſurer of the Maréchauſſces, 
under pretence of purchaſing ſome horſes in England. He 
was commiſſioned to offer 40, ooo livres for the manuſcript ; 


but this negociation did not ſucceed. —At length · another 


agent was employed, who gave Morande fifty thouſand livres 
down, and inſured to him from the French Government, un- 
der the ſecurity of a London banker, a penſion of 200l. a 
year, with a reverſion of one moiety to his wife at his death. 
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I, ET TER CR VII. 


FROM e BEAUMONT, ARCHBISHOP 


wt FE TIP OM PLN, 7 
85 3 5 - 2 5 1 is, 124+: 

Ir; is one of the duties of my office to eu- 
lighten th oſe who are entruſted to my paſto- 
ral care, and to employ every method which 
charity, regulated by prudence, can inſpire, 
to bring back to the ways of truth all thoſe 


who have wandered out of it. You cannot F 
ſuppoſe, Madam, that I am the only perſon 


ignorant of a ſcandal which is unfortunately 


but too public. If the irregularities of a 
private perſon appear diſtreſſing to me, judge 


how great muſt be my affliction, when J re- 
flect on thoſe into which you are drawing a 


Prince, whoſe many excellent qualities ren- 


der him in ſo eminent a degree praĩſeworthy. 
Vour triumph in the eyes of the world is, 


undoubtedly, very flattering. I even admit, 


that there are few perſons of virtue fo ſolid 
: as 


* COUNTESS DU ARI. 175. 
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as not to he: dazzled with it, and of a cou- 
rage fo heroic as to make a voluntary renun- 


ciation of it. But am I to think, Madam, 
that this ſublime effort were above your 
ſtrength? If your attachment to the King 


be fincere, would it not be giving him a 
ſhining proof of it, to employ your aſcend- 
ant over him in bringing him back to the 
way of falvation, and in encouraging him 
by your own example? Could you conſider 
in the light of an humiliating exile, a vo- 


luntary retreat, which, in reconciling you 


with Heaven, would lead you to the epjoy- 
ment of the pureſt pleaſures that can be 
taſted here on earth, of peace with yourſelf, 
and of eſtcem with all the world? You 
would merit it by the beſt title, fince you 


would have reſtored to the State its Sve- 


reign, and to Religion a Chriſtian and Pro- 
tector. Whatever may be the corrupt in 
fluence of that tempeſt of diſſipation i in Which 
you are whirled about, I cannot think, Ma- 
dam, that it has totally ſtifled every ſenti⸗ 


ment of religion in your breaſt. Deſcend 


from it for a moment; and, if you are 
not deaf to chat voice which ought to 
make 


make itſelf be heard, I doubt not that my 
wiſhes will, ere long, prove ſucceſsful, and 
that I may propoſe as a pattern to his peo- 
ple, a King who cannot doubt of ne 8 
and attsehment to >his . 


1 1 
am, be. 
3 * 
"| 
1 5 5 1 8 * Ro : 
| 
4. 
: * 
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To THE ARCHBISHOP or PARIs. 

MY LORD, | ER January 16, 1774. 
I BEHOLD with pleaſure your attachment 
to the King; but, notwithſtanding / what 
you ſay to me, I believe mine to be as fin- 
cere. It is true, 1 ſhew it to him after a 
| different manner, one, perhaps, better a- 
dapted to perſuade him. I ſhould never 
have imagined that you would addreſs your- 
ſelf to me, in order to effect the revolution 


you deſire. Your zeal would deſerve, un- 
OUR the higheſt- encomiums, if no 
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motives merely human, had 3 ith 


it: but I am ſo much the better founded in 
my opinion , that it is not altogether diſinte- 
reſted, as I am informed of your deſign to 
marry the King to an Archducheſs; and 1 
am aware that ſhould this alliance take place | 
through your interpoſition, it would cer- 


tainly procure you the moſt important advan- 


tages. If I have not yet the courage necel-_ 
ſary to fecond your pious intentions, I will 
at leaſt confeſs, my Lord, that your letter 
has made a forcible impreſſion on me, what 


ever may have been faid to me by certain 


perſons to whom I have ſhewn it. To en- 
courage my alarmed. conſcience, and per- 
ſuade me that I am not as criminal as I 


feared I was, I am given to underſtand; that 


i the moſt ſerious of my faults would be no 


more than peccadillos: : if I had, like you, 
my Lord, the advantage of being directed 


by one of thoſe ſublime theologians *, who, 
| by means of a certain direction of the inten- 
tion, have found the ſecret of making you 
ſin in the moſt agreeable manner in the 


* The Jeſuit, 


1 3 world 


” 


G would with Madam de Moiran *, without 


your apoſtolic ſoul partaking, in the leaſt, 
of the defilement of the body: In fine, my 


Lord, though I may not have thoroughly 
comprehended every thing that has been 
Aid to me on this ſuhject, I thought, how- 


ever, that I could perceive that there is a 
method of entering into the way of ſalvation 
more eaſy, and better adapted to my weak - 


neſs than that which you propoſe to me. 


If this be the caſe, you will oblige me by 


communicating it to me, and you ſhall ſee 


me ſeriouſly. ſet about my converſion. . Jam, 


= Superior of the hoſpital of La Salpetriere, between 


: bone and the eee we ate 3 convinced betkirg 


5 know chat th that holy man was muck POE it. 
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FRO M. DE a 1 
MADAM, YT EE | Paris February | „ n 


TrHouen'1 I ry away entertained for 


you all poſlible reſpect, the greateſt eſteem, 
and the moſt ſincere attachment; ; though, 


ſo far from having ever attempted any thing 


inimical to your intereſts, I, on the contrary 
conſidered it my duty to anticipate your 
wiſhes on every occaſion, yet I have been 
repreſented to you in ſo unfavoyrable a point 
of view, as to determine you to try every 
method to prevail upon his Majeſty to with- 
draw from me the confidence with which 
he honours me. I know it, Madam, and 
am not offended with you, becauſe you have 
been impoſed upon: but what ſenſibly diſ- 
treſſes me, is to ſee that you have blindly 
placed your confidence and eſteem in per- 
ſons who are unworthy of them. The 
Duke d'Aiguillon, who owes every thing to 


you, 


COUNTESS” DU. BARRT!, 


your is betraying you; he wiſhes. to aifplace” 
you, and introduce, in your room, the Bas 
roneſs de Neukerque. In order to fix this 


lady firmly in the poſt for which he deſtines 


her, he has formed the deſign of uniting her 


to the King by a ſecret marriage. Inform- 
ed of this whole plot, and imagining that 


you could not give credit to ſo black a piece 


of treachery, unleſs I added to my informa- 
tion an unanſwerable proof, I have employed 
every engine to procure one, and have been 
lucky enough to ſucceed, Ihe Duke d'Ai- 


guillon's letter, which you will find here 


encloſed, will tell you more than you may 
| wiſh to learn. It is my deſire, Madam, 
that you may meet with friends more faith- 


I am, &c, 


LETTER FROM THE DUKE D'AIGUILLON- 
To. THE BARONNESSS DE NEUKERQUE,. 


ENCLOSED IN THE FOREGOING. . 


YOU allow me, Madam, to give you ad- 
vice; you even aſk it. F lattered with the 
confidence you repoſe in me, I am going to 

| * anſwer 


1 a LETTERS or ru 


anſwet ek wh all the due r 15 am 8. da- 
. 

The Nation of miſtroſs to the King i is un- 
| A een a very ſplendid one; but, whats 
ever- may be its ſweets, believe, Madam, 


that it is not exempt from troubles, and 


iat it is continually more or leſs /expoſed © 
to a. moſt melancholy reverſe, 1 am per- 
ſuaded, that, honoured as you are with the 
King's favour, the obſtacles you will have to 
vanquiſh in order to bring about a ſecret 
marriage with his Majeſty, will perhaps 5 
prove lefs powerful than thoſe which might 
preſent themſelves to your ſupplanting the 
| preſent favourite. Suppoſing even that you 
were fo encounter a hoſt of difficulties, the 
| difference between thoſe two ſituations does 
not leave you room to heſitate. Form, 
then, a plan of conduct which tends to this 
object, and depart not from it, I am ſorry 
to find that you have been too complaiſant 
to the King at the ſecret interview of yeſter- 
day; favours obtained too eaſily may, in this 

Prince, exhauſted by debauchery, cool even 
the moſt ardent inclination. To fix his 
natural inconſtancy, it is neceſſary to irritate 


es his 


I. 
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his paſſions, by a reſiſtance managed with ſo _ 
much art as not wholly to repulſe him. 1 
believe him likewiſe to. be in the predica- 
| ment of thoſe old libertines, who in their 
latter days become devout, are eafily alarm- 
ed, and have ſometimes their uneaſineſſes 
x, and their ſcruples, upon which it is requi- 
ſite to tranquillize them. You: may, Ma- 
dam. very ſucceſsfully make uſe of this laſt 
diſcoyery. Let your whole ſoul be in a 
manner modelled upon his; affect to have, 
the ſame fears, the fame remorſe that he 
has; it is an almoſt infallible method for 
ſucceeding: in your deſign. 1 will ſee vou 
to-morrow at five: I ſhall firſt go to the 


| King: perhaps there you, may happen. ta 
be the ſubject of the converſation, If fo, 1 
hal derben not hurt your ee 


T Ke | 
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To TE Dok D'ArcGviiion. | © 


| 55 1 February 2, 1774. 
WHAT then! is it on you, my Lord, 


that I muſt caſt the bittereſt reproaches ! 
you, whom I ſaved from the hand of the 
executioner! you, to-whiole paſſion I have 
been weak enough to liſten! you, whom 1 
Have loaded with benefits, with honours, and 
with dignities! you, who ought to kiſs the 1 
very ground I tread on, have had the baſe- 


neſs to deceive me, and with your own 


hands preſent to the King a woman to ſup- 


plant your benefactreis! I know it, I have 
the proof of it in your own hand-writing, 
and I can yet ſcarce be perſuaded' of it, ſo 
unparalleled does this act of perfidy appear 
to me! The monſter, who, from the bot- 
tom of his den, at London, calumniates and 
tears me to pieces, is a god compared to 


vou! Deſpair! rage! fury! take poſſeſſion 


of my ſoul—I burn to be reyenged—I am 
| ſo 


4 
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fo agitated at this moment, that I know not 
yet what weapons I ſhall employ. In the 
exceſs of my wrath, I will fly this inſtant | 
to the King, confeſs to him your crime and 

my own, ew him your letter to the Bas 
roneſs de Neakerque, and implore him to 
puniſh us both. I will purſue you even to 
hell and if there are furies for the torment 
of monſters, I will deliver you to their rage| 
In ſhort, picture to your imagination every 
thing of which an injured woman can be 
| capable—E will employ it. | 


„The Duke #Aiguilion, ſenſible of the dreadful . | 
. quences which the refentment of Mad. du Barre might occa« 
fion, hurried to her apartments, threw himſelf at her fest, 
confeſſed his fault which he would not deny, made the beſt 
excuſe he could; and was fortunate enough to appeaſe her 
whom he had ſo cruelly offended, In fine, he obtained his 
purdon, ou promiſing to abundon Mad, de Neukerque, and 
to meddle no more in her affairs. nn O09? 
| word. 
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. 5 1 kia hard Evening, 1774: "4 
You t 12 3 Sir, with extreme 
inſolence. Inſtead of employing mildneſs, 
charity, moderation in your ſermon, you 
have had the aſſurance to defame our Mo- 
narch in the preſence of his people; you 
attacked none but him, although he was the 
only perſon whom it became you to treat 
tenderly, and whoſe weakneſſes you ſhould 
in. ſome meaſure have excuſed to his ſubjects. 
It was not, believe me; chriſtian charity that 
| inſpired you; ambition, and the deſire of 
advancing yourſelf in the world, were the 
| ſole motives of your conduct. Were I in 
the King's place, T would' baniſh you to 
ſome remote village, that you might there 
learn to be more circumſpect, and to avoid 
. 1 the people againſt the Princes 
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Whom God has given them for Governors. 
I cannot tell what his Majeſty means to do; 
but you have preſumed too much upon his 
goodneſs. Vou did not expect to receive 
rules of conduct from me, rules derived from 
the true ſpirit of chriſtianity and morality: 
try, however, to profit by them. This is 
my ſermon: 1 hope it will be of dervice to 


et 
JW 5 . 


VV „ lam, Ke. 


20 The Abbe ha anal; a man of obſcure birth, "ey re- 
= * ſolved on making his fortune while preacher to his Majeſty, 
to obtain a Bimoprick, or be ſent to, the Baſtile. For this 
_ Purpoſe he adopted a very eitrordlbay mode of proceed- 
| ing; he preſumed to thunder from the pulpit againſt the 
ſeandalous life of Louis XV.; he particularly alluded to his 
paſſion for Mad. du B. in a glowing picture of the conduct 5 
of King Solomon, the compariſon to whom was ſtriking. |, 
Mad. du B. was too well convinced that ſhe alſo was exhi- Ou 
bited in this picture; a circumſtance which gave her very 5 
great offence. That ſame evening ſhe wrote the above letter | 
to the preacher. She afterwards endeavoured to incenſe the 
King againſt him. But Louis XV. was -good-natured ; he 
was not angry; he even apologized for the preacher, by N85 
Ing, that he had only been working at his trade. | 
There is an anecdote related, that this Abbe baviog | one 
day ſpoken vehemently againſt thoſe vicious old men, who, 
amidſt the froſt of age, preſerve the impure flame of concu- 
piſcence, his Majeſty after ſermon, turning to the Marechal 
de Richelieu, ſaid, Well, Richelieu, I think the preacher 
has been throwing ſtones into your garden. „ % Ves, 
| B b 2 | 2 Sire, | 
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FROM DavnnnrAs,) THE Oral. Danes. 


| ab *, _ 3 1 e. 5 


WIIAT e am I not under to you, 
and in what words ſhall I make known my 
gratitude ? Cloathed, covered, overwhelmed 
with your beneficence, I have juſt experienced 
at your hands a favour which is, in fact, a 
unique, and of which there is no example to 


«« Sire,“ anſwered the Marechal, ** and he has thrown them 
EC with ſuch. force, that ſome of them have rebounded into 
« the park of Verſailles.” The Abbe gained his point. 
The Biſhoprick of Senez was vacant ; he was N 

to it. 


* Dauberval, who was e aa his ien 
and the public, that he would go off to Theſfin. Mad. du B. 
thought ſo uſeful a ſubject ſhould not be loſt. She aſked him 
how much was neceſſary to ſettle his affairs. He ſaid 50,000 
livres. She immediately ſet on foot an aſſeſſment at Court, 
and made the gathering herſelf in proportion to each perſon's. 
abilities. None could offer leſs than five louis, but ſhe ſome- 

times exacted ten, fifteen, twenty, and even five-and-twenty. 
By this management, the ſum. was ſoon collected, and the 
fears and lamentations of the Anateurs were calmed. 


be 


3 
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be Wend is this kingdatas: with. teſpect to a 
man who gains his livelihood merely by the 


exerciſe of ſome talent. I was plunged in 


an abyſs of debt; the improvident conduct 


too general in our line, the diſſi pation in 


which we live, the luxury into which we are 
drawn by the brilliant ſociety by whom our 
company is: courted, and high play, which is 


now become univerſally a kind of neceflary, 


were the natural cauſes of that derangement 
in my affairs. This gave me but little claim 
io the indulgence: of the public. Tormented, 
then, by my creditors, and incapable of ſa- 
—  tisfying their demands, I had taken the reſo- 
lution to quit my native country, and go to 
Ruſſia, whither I was invited, a climate, 
which, rigorous as it is, would have abated 
of its inclemency in my favour, You, Ma- 
dam, however, were unwilling that a foreign 
land ſhould be enriched by the loſs which 
France ſuſtained, 2 trivial loſs undoubtedly, 


but which you have had the condeſcenſion 
to exaggerate, You were of opinion, that it 


U fimple homme de talens, The reader is, doubtleſs, 


much diverted with the oratory and n of this Tu 
man of ralents. 


| would 


-— 
[ 
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would be ſhameful, Lak ; on abcount:. of 

4 50, ooo livres, a dancer ſo precious ſhould be 
ſuffered to depart. (Theſe, Madam, were 
your expreſſions, and I ſhould. bluſh in re- 
peating them, were there any room for 
modeſty where one is honoured by a ſuffrage 
ſuch as yours.) But, what might well turn 
a head of more ſolidity than mine, is the 
energy with which you prevailed upon the 
whole Court to contribute to the re- eſta- 
bliſhment of my fortune. Affuredly you 
could, by your own ſingle generoſity, have 
ſaved me from this ſhipwreck ; it would have 
been but as a little rill eſcaped from a mighty 
river; it would have been more delightful to 
my heart to have had but one protectreſs. 
What am I ſaying? I have, in reality, but 
one, and it is to you I muſt conſider myſelf 
as indebted for the bounty of ſo many 
illuſtrious perſonages. Vou were pleaſed to 
ſay, that, as all were my admirers, it was the 
duty of all to concur in keeping me here. 
You ſet on foot a ſabſcription, and ſeemed 
to open your gates only in proportion to the 
zeal ſhewn by your viſitors to put down their 
names in my behalf ; it was a downright tax 
which 
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wick you levied upon all thoſe who, came- 
to pay their homage to you. Formerly, the 
Marchioneſs of Pompadour, that charming 
woman, who was your fore - runner in the 
ſplendid career which you have entered upon, 
whom the arts have immortalized, becauſe 
the; always cheriſned and ſupported them, 
made a lottery for Geliotte *; balls were 
given for ee Molé had a benefit 
play ; great men, all of them infinitely ſu- 
perior — me, both by their talents, and by 5 
the degree of excellence to which they had 
carried them. It was reſerved for you, 
Madam, to look upon the loſs of me as a ge- 
neral calamity; and to have recourſe, in order 
to keep me here, to one of thoſe extraordinary bo 
impoſts which alarmed patriotiſm pays with 
an cager emulation. My devotion, now 
more abſolute than ever, to your amuſement, 
is the only manner in which it is poſſible for 
me to teſtify. my gratitude. It is the buſis 
neſcs of men of letters, it is the buſineſs of ä : 
the artiſts, to celebrate you in a ſtyle more 
wWorthy of you. What ought not genius to 


* An Opera- ſinger. ＋ An actor. t Ditto. 1 I 
| 1 expect | | 


* 
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enn tutelar a divinity, 1 you 
4080 to do ſo much for me who gains his 
livelihood mercly by the exerciſe of his 
talent, whoſe only recommendation is, that 
he has the happineſs to contribute to your 
entertainment! Already have painting, ſculp -t 
tare, engraving, diſputed for the glory of - 
- tranſmitting. to aſtoniſhed Europe the ſe - | 
ducing graces of your perſon; already have 
the Muſes crowned you with their garlands; 


already has the patriarch of literature, the | 
Prince of our poets and philoſophers, the | 
venerable ſage of Ferney, fallen proſtrate at | 


I 


your feet, and offered up' to you, in his own 4 
perſon, the adorations both of Parnaſſus and 8 | 
the Portico. May his example encourage ; | 
thoſe whoſe tongues are held captive by 
reſpet! May it give birth to a univerſal 
concert of your praiſes! and may the fceptre 
of the arts and of philoſophy, dropt from tjũe 
hands of the adorable Marchioneſs whoſe 
loſs they yet deplore, paſs into your's, 

Madam, and render you a ſecond Minerva! 

I am, with the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 
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Frou 7 THE Duke DE NivrkRels. 
MADAM, 5 © Paris, Apt 12, me. | 


8 yok ny to your. preſſing ali | 
gitatians: the fiverandetwenty louis d'ors; 
ded as my part of the 


which: you. demangec 
collection that you had taken upon you to 


make for Pauberval. I cannot, howeyer, 

congeal. fram van, that that little ſum was 

Jieſtined for s gentleman in diſtreſs, à diſ- 
banded offer. ha has + family to main- 


tain, and wh has been ſoliciting theſe many 
years. far a moderate penſion. As you have 
depriged him of the ſmell confaletion which 


ſhewy on ſo many occaſions, will prevail on 


you to lend your aid, and gine bst to the o 


application es. I am, &c. 


„ Mad. du B. feeling the foll force of a requeſt of this 


nature on ſuch an occaſion, took __ of * Memorial 
| Cc CE wirh 
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I epsloſs bie ue in this leuers Taye 
you, $6 that aha — which you have 
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LETTER. cxxin. 


To THE MARCHIONESS. DE MonTRABLE. 


IT will not be in my power, my dear. mo- 


ther, to go to ſee you to-morrow, as 1 had 


promiſed you. The King's ſituation does 
not ſuffer me to quit Em Since the death 
of the Marquis de Chavelin, and that of the 
Maréchal d Armentieres, he has diſcovered 


a degree of melancholy which gives me 


much uneaſineſs. It has been enereaſed by 


that curſed ſermon of the Abbẽ de Beauvais, 
wWhoſe inſolence it was not my fault that his 


Majeſty did not puniſh, I have juſt pro- 


poſed an excurſion to Trianon *. We ſhall 


endeavour to reſtore tranquillity to the King's . 


breaſt, and to put him in better ſpirits. I 
will ſee you; my dear mother, as ſoon as 1 


can. You know what pleaſure T have in re- 
peating to you the aſſuranoes of 5 n 
perfect attachment. 


with a good grace. The gentleman, who ple for the lage 
nious device of his benefactor, might have ſolicited in vain, 
is now returned to his family, to which he has _ home 
Joy, and a little more eaſe i in point of circumſtances, 


* It was this unlucky excurſion to Trianon that — 5 
the Kin g's _ 
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; re THE Mazemonzss DE MonTRABLE. i, 
8 TRE King; my dear aides. Ko decidedly. 1 1 
h the ſmall-pox. I did all I could to prevail _ | 
© on him to remain at Trianon; but La Mar- 4 
d tiniere taking advantage of the aſcendant ; 1 j 
© which the King's feeble condition had given DO 
y him, has determined him to return to Ver- Th, | 
. ſailles. I never leave his bed-fide. His ſi- 5 
8 tuation does not ſeem to me yet a while to | 
- be dangerous, as he is not affected by it. 1 
l But, at his time of life, things may alter 
s | cvery moment, eſpecially in a malady of that . = 
I nature. I have been fortunate. enough to | 
I inſpire him with a confidence in Bordeau, | 
hs my phyſician; it is he attends him in chief, | 
t along with Le Monnier. At firſt, it was re- " 
f commended that the. ſacrament ſhould be ; 
3 adminiſtered to him; to this I had a very 
« ftrong diſinclination. Bordeau oppoſed it ve- 
e hemently, and had the good fortune to pre- 

. | yent it, by declaring that that apparatus often 
4 ; Tex Mn 
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LETTER. cxxIII. 


To THE MARcnioness : DE MonTRABLE. 


IT will not be in my power, my dine: mo- 


ther, to go to ſee you to-morrow, as 1 had 


promiſed you. The King“ s ſituation does 
not ſuffer me to quit him. Since the death 
of the Marquis de Chavelin, and that of the 
Marechal d'Armentieres, he has diſcovered 
a degree of melancholy which gives me 


much uneaſineſs. It has been encreaſed by 


that curſed ſermon of the Abbe de Beauvais, 


"whoſe inſolence it was not my fault that his 
Majeſty did not puniſh. I have juſt pro- 
poſed an excurſion to Trianon*. We ſhall 


- endeavour to reſtore tranquillity to the King's 


breaſt, and to put him in better ſpirits.” I 
will fee you, my dear mother; as ſoon as I 
can. Vou know what pleaſure I have in re- 
peating to you the afſurances of oy Ln 
perfect attachment. | 


with a good grace. The gentleman, who "IF for the inge- 
nious device of his benefaQor, might have ſolicited in vain, 
is now returned to his family, to which he has brought home 
joy, and a little more eaſe i in point of circumſtances, 


It was this unlucky excurſion to Ariazon that — 
the King s death. LETTER 
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ro THE Mancuzonzss DE MoNTRABLE. 


- Tus King, W e 
the ſmall-pox. I did all I could to prevail 


on him to remain at Trianon; but La Mar- 


tiniere taking advantage of the aſcendant 
which the King's feeble condition had given 
him, has determined him to return to Ver- 
failles, I never leave his bed-ſide. His ſi- 
tuation does not ſeem to me yet a while to 
be dangerous, as he is not affected by it. 
But, at his time of life, things may alter 


every moment, eſpecially in a malady of that 


nature. I have been fortunate. enough to 
; inſpire him with a confidence in Bordeau, 
my phyſician; it is he attends him in chief, 
| along with Le Monnier. At firſt, it was re- 
| commended that the. ſacrament ſhould be 
adminiſtered to him; to this I had a very 
ftrong diſinclination. Bordeau oppoſed it ve- 
hemently, and had the good fortyne to pre- 
vent it, by declaring that that apparatus often 
5 . N 
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t 1 fatal conſequences to fick perſons, 
Adieu, my dear mother i I __ _ to return 
to the OE! 35 „„ 
| I am, an 


LETTER cv. 


'To THE: ee deb rn A bus. 


THE ak; EY at laſt been given, my dear 
mother. The King, finding himſelf very 
ill, ordered the Ducheſs d' Aiguillon to be 
told that ſhe would do him a pleaſute in 
taking me home to her houſe. "of courſe, 
we ſet out for Ruel, from which place l | 
write to you. His Majeſty, before he receiv- 
ed the viaticum, declared by his Grand-Al- 


moner, that he was ſorry to have given ſcan- 


dal to his ſubjects; that he defired to live 


thenceforth only for the maintenance of the 
faith, of religion, and of the happineſs of his 
people. The promiſes of a dying man Are 
of no pra: e they are all alike, 


till 
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4 health be re-eſtabliſhed: Should the 


King have that Happineſs, I am perſuadeſ! 
that my ſituation fa not ny” "Ps A 


78 0 mother, 
12 5 We” Amy OR I 


Þ. 8. 4 1% juſt going to ſerid away 
my letter, 1 learnt that the e can bs 
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To THE Sane. e 


1 BEGIN, my dear Ather, to gue in, | 


with reſpect to the King s ſituation. Vel. 5 5 
terday I had an uniqterrypted ſucceſſion of 


viſitors the whole day: to- day I have hardly 
received two. Add to this, that the Abbe 


T Ferray, to whom I ſent. for 300,000 livres, 


has eluded my demand. Should the King 
recover, I will be revenged for this imperti- 


nence.—I hear an Snipa. 1 muſt 80 and 
| ſee whoſe it is. 


It 


68. 


E 


At * 
18 1 Y 
„ ITT 


. — > RX 
n 


5 TTERS 6 or ru „„ 


over, my dear 8 King 5 

is no more. The odious Duke de la Vril- 
liere is come 40 announce it to me, by pre- 
ſenting me with a Lettre de Cacbet, in which 
1 'am ordered to repair to the Convent ß 
Pont aux Dames near Meaux “. I treated 
him with the utmoſt baughtideſs. That 
inſolent creature, who yeſterday grovelled 1 

i my feet, to-day ſeems to triumph in my diſ- 
mee. I am provoked at the retreat to 

© which I am condemned, and. ſtill more at 

M | the manner in which I am to live there. 
One waiting-woman is all that I am al- 

; lowed ; I am forbidden to ſee any one, and 


* This letire de cachet was like a thunder-bolt to Mad. Du 
Barre, She exclaimed with her native energy: Fogh! on 
this fine reign which begins with a lettre de cachet! She 


N | ; reproached, in the bittereſt manner, the Duke de la Vrilliere, 
4 for having taken upon him that commiſſion, and treated him 
I: _ _. with'the utmoſt contempt, The Jerere de cachet, however, 


 , was not ſevere, Mad. du B. was in poſſeſſion of ſecrets of 
ſtate, and it was prudent to prevent a woman of her levity 
from divulging them. The King ſaid in the letter, that 
reaſons of ftate obliged him to order her to repair to the c 
vent; that he knew how highly ſhe had been honoured wh 
| the favour of his Grandfather, and that, at the earlieſt op- 
Ls portunity, meaſures ſhould be taken to render her exile leſs 


unpleaſant, and to provide her with an honourable > 8 if 
her ſituation ſhould require it. 
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i. or receive 8 any letters OBE fiſt | 


A them to the Superior. I have juſt 
ſent to look for my agent; I will give him 
ſome orders, of which he ſhall render an ac- 

count to you. Take care and fee that he. 
executes them, and that I be pillaged as Ie „ 
tle as poſſible. I will write to you, if I can, 
as ſoon as I ſhall be arrived at my priſon. | 5 — 
Adieu, my dear mother ; I have fo many ar- 
rangements to make, and am in ſuch a paſ- _ 1 5 mn 
ſion, that I fear I ſhall depart without having | 25 e 
been able to think of any thing. 5 WW 


* 


: 


We here conclude the collection of the * © 
Letters of Madame Du Barre. Some more 
have come to our hands ſince her baniſh- | Eh p- 
ment; but as they relate only to domeſtie 
affairs, we think it unneceſſary to commu- 5 . 


ye 


nicate them to the public, e e OY $ 


mv THE END. 
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